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Communications for insertion next month must reach the Editor not later than the 15th 
of this present month. The Editor accepts no responsibility for statements made or opinions 
expressed by authors of articles or in speeches at meetings. 


THE SPIRIT AND THE JOB 


Toc H has “ cast its bread upon the waters’? of every ocean, convinced that it will “* return after many 
days” : it has sent out as messengers during the last years men it could ill spare from the work at bome 
—Tubby and Pat, and Sawbones, and Harry Ellison—and already more than the original message comes 
back. The overseas membership, first taught the Toc H gospel by us, has begun to teach us in turn that 
the gospel is even greater than we knew. The Editor has asked more than one Toc H leader from over- 
seas to write down his impressions—and among them Padre Pryor Grant of New York. The letter to 
Tubby which follows may surely stand as his reply to this request. It is the more inspiring because it 
contains constructive criticism. By Tubby’s wish this takes the place of his own article this month——ED. 


On Board R.M.S. Aquitania, 
January 26th, 1927. 

Dear TUBBY, 

I have just left Southampton, and as I write I still can see the shore line of 
Old England through the misty fog that hangs over the Channel. If I am a 
month later in seeing it thus, from an outbound steamer, than I intended when 
I came to the Birthday Festival, it is because something subtly deep and stirring 
has held me in its grips these past weeks and wrought in me an experience I 
cannot yet interpret; possibly I never can. But the lifting of gangways and 
the loosening of ropes from a pierhead fill one with a certain sense of conclusion. 
People stand there, some cheery and some in tears, waving good-bye, praying 
Godspeed in muttered gusts of emotion during moments of separation. Those 
aboard watch these figures fade out of sight, and know, without need of words, 
that a past and a place are behind them. They are conscious that they stand 
between an ending and a beginning. It is the marking of a crisis, a symbol 
both of judgment and of promise. 

And so I feel I must write and thank you for all the wondrous generosity of 
friendliness and hospitality—most of all for the lives in Toc H that are struggling 
to understand what is the fellowship of the mystery of Love if really lived out 
—that have marked these past two months with the family of Toc H in Great 
Britain. I shall always have a personal debt of gratitude to ever so many 
glorious fellows in Toc H. 

I wonder if you realise how the text of your sermon last Sunday evening in 
All Hallows struck home with me. It came as a kind of charge that 1 should 
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take back to the States and place ever at the heart of anything that may be done 
there in the building of Toc H. “ According to the grace of God which is 
given unto me, as a wise master-builder, I have laid the foundation and another 
buildeth thereupon. For other foundation can no man Jay than that which 
is laid, which is Jesus Christ.” It was you who were speaking, and I thought 
you were speaking to Toc H everywhere. You proceeded to talk about bridges 
and the building of them—bridges that unite men and thoughts and human 
efforts after the common goal, and Toc H as the greatest “ bridge-party ” in the 
world! (I love that figure for Toc H.) And then, on Monday morning, you 
sought out the Poperinghe Chalice for me to use at the Celebration. I read 
the inscription on it, “ He was seen of above five thousand brethren at once. 
Some are fallen asleep.” And we drank there—“‘ many Brethren ”—out of 
the same cup ! 

I go home surer than ever that the foundation of Toc H is deeply and surely 
laid. I have a new enthusiasm and conviction about it. Toc H has dared to 
put Christ at the beginning and end of its efforts and meaning. It sees Him 
in the midst of a great company whom He calls friends. It points the men in 
the Street to Him and to that company of His friends—and the man in the office 
and the sports field and the Scout troop, and even the man in the church. It 
tells them all that they belong to a family that has no human being outside it 
—not a new thing to say, but unfortunately a very necessary one. But it refuses 
to stop short with merely an emotional experience or an intellectual conviction. 
It gives a man a job to do—“ a job with a soul in it,” and a job that may cost 
much. Toc H is a method and a spirit, neither of which in itself is new 
or hitherto unknown or untried. But in regard to both I feel there are crucial 
problems for Toc H at the present time. 

The first concerns its spirit. Peter Monie asked the Chaplain-General what 
impressed him most about the Birthday Festival. He replied, “ The responsi- 
bility resting upon those who are trying to guide Toc H.”’ It was a penetrating 
observation. He saw possibilities without end in Toc H. He felt a power 
that could do almost anything. But to harness that power and to articulate 
those possibilities in terms of social vision that might capture youth for ever 
and hold it, that might lead it to dare to serve dangerously and unselfishly, 
were problems he knew had not been solved, for they are the age-long problems 
of the Gospel in the forging of the Christian charaéer. 

The lure of Toc H is the sense of being near the essential thing, near the 
ultimate and only way. One feels that it is all the chance of an epoch. It is 
the way “to change chaps ”’—and _ history—for the two only change together. 
But what is the essential thing ? And what is the ultimate and only way? Can 
these questions be answered clearly and in terms of sufficiently universal applica- 
tion to permit of no quibble or quarrel about them? If we have become wisely 
curious enough to pay serious attention to the steam that rises from a boiling 
together of spiritual beings in any great service, whether of war or peace, we 
must think on until we formulate the spiritual laws which are operating. Once 
we formulate them correctly, we can direct them consciously. That is the 
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responsibility of those who are trying to guide Toc H. It is obviously a 
Staggering thing. 

The only solution to it, and the only way to make a correét solution useful 
or practicable, is to share the responsibility. It will not necessarily do good 
for a few people to know ali about the spiritual laws at work in Toc H, know 
what Toc H is, or what it has been raised up to do. AM of us must think 
together. The working of a law has to be experienced to be understood or 
recognised. The difference between law operating in a physical and in a spiritual 
realm is that in the onc case it is more recognisable than in the other. A law 
of physical operations has only to be announced to be an accepted fa. A 
law of spiritual operation, even when known as a faét by spiritual experts, has 
to be experienced in recognisable terms by others before it is understood or 
accepted by them, that is, before they are in the way of becoming spiritual experts 
themselves. The agencies devised and commissioned to create spiritual experts 
have failed when, and in so far as, they substitute an authoritative for an experi- 
mental basis of value. Toc H must both hold to experience as of fundamental 
value and develop a method of creating or making likely the experience. 

The practical point of this is that the members of Toc H must become more 
conscious of what membership means or might mean. They must be con- 
tinually trying to understand what the Holy Spirit has raised up Toc H to do. 
The responsibility of guiding Toc H into the dynamic thing it might become 
must be shared with them and by them. They must be led to gain, each for 
himself, some clear conception of what Toc H is or ought to be and do. The 
leaders of Toc H can help the movement really only by getting them to think 
these things through, and helping them to get caught up in a vision of love 
teally operating in human affairs. That vision must not be a mere impression 
of colour, however beautiful its hue or its harmony, but a picture pulsating with 
life. Everyone is agreed that Toc H must be careful about its membership 
and slow in its growth. But do we know what being careful means or why 
it should be slow, in terms sufficiently definite for men who belong or want 
to belong to Toc H to understand? Groups and Branches need to know what 
the function of Toc H is. At present many do not know, just as most of us 
as individuals did not know when we joined. There is a certain exhilaration 
and real individual significance in the fa@ that Toc H can win the allegiance of 
men before ever they can give a reason for the faith that is in them. Most of 
its members must go through that experience, but the period of it must only 
last for a season, whether we think of individuals and Branches in Toc H, or of 
the Movement as a whole. The wonderful forces that Toc H has appeared to 
be on the verge of revealing must not elude our grasp for lack of observation, 
or lack of terms with which to describe them. That does not mean that Toc 
H must cease to be a spirit, a ferment, and become merely a precipitate. Its 
method must always be free, but the end and aim must be somehow clear. 

It will consolidate Groups and Branches and give a compelling conviction 
to membership in them, if it becomes more and more the conscious understanding 
of all who belong to them that Toc H meetings and Houses are a way of doing 


91 


a definite task. That task is to bring men, not now in touch with our Lord, 
to an understanding of what life lived by His Standards means and does. Toc H 
1S simply a new and unembarrassing way for men to do that service. Member- 
ship must ultimately consist of men who want to do just that, convinced that 
love, expressed in service, is the touchstone of any method to enrich their own 
lives or to evangelise the world. Gatherings of Toc H are a service in them- 
selves—a service of a fellowship, marked by service to others in His name 
Who is the highest fellowship and truest service. They are, or ought to be, 
means of showing our Lord to men in terms that they can love and understand 
—possibly for the first time in their lives. They are places to which men can 
be brought for a purpose and in the hope of miracles being performed or begun. 
It therefore behoves members, both by their presence and by the spirit and 
quality of their presence, to make those gatherings all they can be in heartiness 
and happiness and depth of mind, because they see what they are trying to 
accomplish through and beyond them. 

The second thing concerns jobs. The general position of the crucial thing 
in Toc H called social service has put me in a quandary. It is marked by more 
than a willingness to muddle through, which is said to be a British characteristic 
generally, but a kind of delight in muddling through. As a matter of fatt, it 
is a rock upon which the hope of Toc H can be wrecked. Social work can be 
almost entirely a thing of the heart, and almost not at all a thing of the head. 
Without the spirit one finds Toc H men putting into jobs up and down the 
country, service anywhere would be both meaningless and useless. But, from 
a purely academic point of view, a headlong method of undertaking a job or 
approaching a social problem without any analysis or diagnosis of the situation, 
and therefore without any idea of a clearly defined goal or measurement of 
progress, needs consideration. Ultimately it will discourage the serious worker. 
It puts a premium on an emotional attachment to the job, which can be unhealthy 
and unserviceable for all parties concerned. Service that merely satisfies the 
emotional needs of the man who serves is not service. 

The field of human relationships is a field capable of as scientific an approach 
as any other. It is subject to survey and directions: it can have its techniques. 
Ambulance work is a blessed thing, and a considerable portion of social work 
can never be other than that—but even 7¢ holds a great body of experience and 
the possibility of definable mood. Various sciences have developed tools that 
need to be used, and social problems that concern both individuals and com- 
munities must be viewed more and more in terms of cause and effect. 

The root thing, of course, is a proper evaluation of personality. An old 
country which inherits feudal traditions and attitudes is bound, more than it 
realises, by class arrangements. The idea of equal educational and develop- 
mental opportunity faces many actual walls that no one would recognise in theory. 
People from newer countries cannot accommodate themselves to the unwritten 
restri@tions. But aside'from all this, Toc H must lead on towards an intelligent 
approach to its social work, and see itself as an agent of light in the creation 
of standards and ideals in methods of service... . PRYOR. 
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ON HELPING THE EX-BORSTAL BOY 


The writer of this article, who spoke on the subject at a recent Guest Night at Mark 1, has had great 
practical sxpericnce in dealing with Borstal boys and young prisoners. —Ep. 


J HAVE been asked in this article to come Straight to brass tacks and leave 
J out all frills and phrases. I do that gladly, and will say in the plainest 
and fewest words what 1 think is wanted, where Toc H can help, and ow it 
can help, so that the help may he of full value. 

_ À remarkable sign of the times is the willingness of experts and professionals 
in social work to accept and indeed invite the co-operation of common or 
garden folk of good will and good sense. Bureaucratic prejudices are laid 
aside. Official and voluntary workers work side by side for a common goal 
which leaves no room for petty jealousies and vanities. A great thing this— 
a great opening for social service. But there are snags and dangers! Amateur 
work may be the loveliest thing in the world if the word is taken in its true literal 
meaning—the amateur the lover—work done for love and not for pay— 
work done with love. No drudgery is too much trouble to a lover. But if 
amateur work is to mean, as it still too often does, irregular work—work done 
when agreeable, neglected when inconvenient—work which being “ independent 
and unpaid ” will not submit to necessary discipline and schooling—then it is 
not a blessing but a burden. Nothing is worth doing if it is not worth pains. 
Service implies sacrifice ; not the dramatic sacrifice that blazes upon the altar, 
but the sacrifice that means humility, patience, willingness to learn. 

A few words for the sake of clearness, to explain Borstal to those who do not 
already know. 

The keynote of modern thought is the stress laid on prevention rather than 
cure. You find it in all departments alike. In Health, where the Chief Medical 
Officer’s report for the year is less and less occupied with cures tor diseases, 
more and more with hygiene, teaching how to lead a wholesome life—in a word 
Preventive Medicine. In politics the same thing—the spirit of the League of 
Nations to prevent war, rather than treaties and alliances to stop war. The 
same in Penal Reform—not the punishment of an offence so much as the early 
treatment of an offender, so that he may be “ prevented ” and saved from a life 
of crime. For the juvenile delinquent, the best opinion to-day sees broadly 
two alternatives—non-institutional treatment in the form of the Probation 
System ; and institutional treatment—that is to say, training and discipline 
for a sufficiently long period to give hopes of really reforming character, in a 
suitable institution, which may be either an Industrial School, a Reformatory, 
or a Borstal. There is a growing desire to eliminate the third alternative 
(which not so long ago was practically the only alternative apart from fines and 
birchings), /.¢., the short Prison Sentence—though, alas l it is still with us. More 
and more the important question is whether an individual case is best suited 
for Institutional training or for the Probation, and to help answer that question 
comes the Prison Clinic, where preliminary inquiries and observations are made 
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—physical, mental, psychological and sociological investigations by competent 
people. 

Of those cases which the Courts decide to put on Probation, I shall not speak 
now, but must pass to those others which for one reason or another are unsuited 
to probation or have failed to profit by it, and where a complete change of 
environment seems necessary. The Court sends the boy or girl to an institution 
of some kind, and it is of the older lads, between the ages of 16 and 21, who will 
go either to a Borstal Institution or to prison, that I am writing here. 

Contrast, very briefiy, Borstal and Prison life. Prisons, alas! are necessary 
evils in our present state of civilisation, for adults ; but for young people 1 am 
sure they are fundamentally wrong. On wrong lines, and unavoidably so, 
in spite of the gallant efforts made nowadays to eliminate their worst dangers 
and do some constructive work for good in them. The atmosphere and condi- 
tions are adverse to the sort of re-education and reformation which are needed. 
The objections to prison life, even the best and most humane for boys and girls, 
may be summed up in three words—Time, Space, Contamination. It 1s 
practically impossible to segregate them effectively from older and more hardened 
criminals, and moral infection results. There is no sufficient space within prison 
walls to give scope for healthy development of youth and adequate outlet 
for its physical energies. Most important of all, there is no #/we in the average 
length of prison sentence for the work that has to be done. The change of 
Standards and ideals, the correction of bad habits, the creation of good ones, 
the work in short of turning a lad who has been drifting steadily downhill into 
a clean-living, hard-working citizen, cannot be done in a day, or many days. 

In all these respeéts the contrast with life at Borstal is remarkable. There are 
no adult prisoners here to complicate the position; there is ample room for 
every kind of open-air activity, and there is time for training and discipline 
to take effect, giving a real chance to the lad who has grown crooked to grow 
Straight again. Many things contribute to this end, most of all perhaps the 
personal influence of a staff of men who have been called to this service in more 
senses than their appointment by the Home Office. The regular life in a healthy 
environment, with plenty of good plain food, plenty of sleep and fresh air and 
exercise, has more than physical reaétions. The habit of hand work, learnt 
in an 8-hour working day, prepares for life outside, and the training given in a 
variety of trades gives choice and scope for varying tastes and capacities. 
Education of a dire&t kind plays an important part, and games and sports of all 
kinds a not less important one. Thus a new and better public opinion is created 
and a Borstal tradition and tone gradually grow up. 

But when the boy comes out, what then ? It has been written by the man who 
knows certainly more about Borstal, and probably more about boys, than 
any other man in the country (I mean Alec Paterson) that: “ No one knows 
whether he is reformed, for no man may call himself a swimmer until his feet 
are off the ground. . . . The leap from control to liberty would over-balance 
him, were not the training continued after he left the Institution.” This part 

of the training is carried out by the Borstal Association, to whose care the boy 
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is discharged on licence, and who do this most difficult and delicate work with 
infinite care and patience, and with very notable results. They have Associates 
in all parts of the country who keep in touch with the lads and inform the 
Association how they are going on. But some of these are busy, hard-pressed 
men, who cannot give to cach case as much time and personal attention as they 
would wish. It is here that voluntary workers of the right type could give 
invaluable help. A Toc H friend for each discharged lad is a fine ideal to aim 
at, and many Toc H members are cager and willing for the task, but feel un- 
certain of what exaét service is wanted, and of their own capacity to perform it. 

Now we come to the brass tacks! The first thing I would say to any 
volunteer is, do not rush into this work without getting “ put wise ” by the 
Borstal Association as to the charaéter and career and needs of the lad whom you 
are to befriend. When your services have been offered and accepted, a visit 
to them at 15, Buckingham Street, Strand (having ascertained what will be 
a convenient moment), is the first necessity. With their long experience they 
can and will give hints of great price. The great thing the amateur worker 
can do is to take a real personal interest in his boy, and see him as often as pos- 
sible. He can perhaps ask him to tea, or to go for a cycle-ride in the country 
on a Saturday or Sunday, or to a concert, or the Zoo, or a walk in the Parks, 
or a row on the Serpentine, according to his tastes. He may get him to join 
a Club, or help him to take up some new interest. Having won his confidence 
and friendly feeling, he will be able to keep in close touch and will make a 
point of knowing how things are going with the lad both at work and at home. 
What is more, he will a& as a line of communication with the Borstal Association. 
They are the people responsible for the lad, and at the first sign of trouble 
the Toc H friend will be well advised to consult them and take their counsel. 
In this way there will be close co-operation in the boy’s interests between the 
amateur who has become aware of a difficulty and the skilled expert who knows 
how best to handle it. Waste of effort and mistakes will be avoided. 

For boys serving a prison sentence there is, alas! as yet, no Association author- 
ised to guide and control them on discharge, and the work of befriending them 
is therefore far more difficult, but greatly needed. Itis work, in my opinion, 
to be undertaken only by those who have already gained some little experience, 
and who feel that without any authority behind them they are capable of 
managing a difficult situation with taét if it arises, and exercising a helpful, 
steadying influence. > s 

My final brass tack is this—Do not take up this work if you do not mean 
to see it through. Nothing is worse for a lad than a friendship that begins 
with many offers and advances, and then peters out and fades away at the oe 
disappointment. It profits him—and you—nothing! But if you coun the 
cost and do not grudge it, then I can truly say that you will have the satisfa ion 
that comes from doing work that is worth while. For you will have pe Des 
to complete a building the foundations of which were “well and truly lai A 
in a Borstal Ingtitution—a building not made with hands—the rebuilding o 
a lad’s character. L. Le M. 
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RATIONS FOR RAYIONALISTS— II. 


In his firi “ration” las month the Rev. F. R. Barry defined what rationalism means, and 
began to tackle the Rationalist Annual for 1927 (Published by the Rationalist Press Association— 
R. P. A), which bas no doubt troubled the minds of some Toc H members. Fle now carries 
his examination into greater detail, The series will he continued —Ev. 


Pros any stick, however fragile, is apparently good enough to chastise 

Christians. Some of the articles in this issue would be clever cynicism ina 
fifth form. I have already expressed my respect for the R.P.A., despite great 
and deep disagreements. And I cannot imagine how it can bring itself to 
publish some of the papers in this number. ‘The pride of place is given to an 
article in which Dr. Greenly, F.G.S., produces an ill-digested rechanffé of the 
work of Drews, J. M. Robertson and others to prove that Jesus of Nazareth 
never existed. The arguments have long been familiar to all serious students 
of Christianity. They are here served up with a furious credulity and a reck- 
lessness of unchecked assertion which are truly marvellous in a scientist. I 
wonder what Prof. Graham Wallas, the distinguished President of the R.P.A.,, 
felt, if and when he read this sorry article? Perhaps he sent the author a 
copy of his own charming book “The Art of Thought.” But leaving aside 
these high speculations, let me glance at Dr. Greenly’s article, “ The Historical 
Reality of Jesus.” i 

The temper in which he approaches his discussion may be indicated by two 
quotations :— 

“ Tf [the Epistles] have one outstanding feature it is the excessive devotion 
of Paul to his Christ: devotion carried to the degree of obsession ” (p. 5). 

“If, then, criticism result in the disappearance of an historical Jesus, men 
will not really lose anything. Nobility, devotion and love were in the world 
ages before an historical Jesus was thought of, and they will still be there ages 
after that pi€ture has vanished from the imagination of men. In the higher 
human nature they are secure ” (p. 18). 

That is too sublime to spoil by comment. Yet what a tragedy lies behind 
the words! It is clear that Dr. Greenly dislikes our Lord and wants, if he 
can, to eliminate Him from history. Why is that? Phrases in the article 
reveal that he is violently reacting against the religious teaching of his youth, 
teaching so conceived and so expressed that his adult mind rejects it as a 
poison. That is happening everywhere to-day; religious instruction out of 
date intelle€tually imperils a man’s whole spiritual health. That is the position 
of countless men to-day ; and it will overtake a great many morc unless steps 
are provided and taken to repair and reform their religious education. Hence 
Tubby’s C.O.D. department ! 

The burden of Dr. Greenly’s article (based, as he naively admits at the end, 
on no independent study of his own) is that Jesus of Nazareth never existed ; 
that St. Paul knew nothing whatever about Him; and that Christianity 1s 
a mythical cult analogous to the Mysteries of Isis, Mithras, &c., in the Imperial 
world. The “life” of Jesus is a Mystery-play, like the death and resurrection 
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of Adonis; and “ Under the Gentilising leaders [.¢., of early Christianity] a 
wanscript of the crude early drama was inserted in the Synoptic Gospels.” 
How there were in existence any Gospels into which to insert this crude early 
drama, if there never was a Good News about Jesus, is not made clear to the 
reader. Now this position can only be turned, if you really propose to take 
it seriously, by something more effective than debating-points. It purports to 
be based on the New Testament and “ it will be assumed that the reader accepts 
the ordinary results of the Higher Criticism.” I should not rate it so modestly 
as that: the “results” here so confidently assumed are very, very extra- 
ordinary. But the only way to come to grips with it is to get some sanely 
critical understanding of the New Testament itself—what it is and how it came 
to be so. And I propose in subsequent instalments, not to discuss this paper 
in detail, but to try and supply some finger-post materials for a construdtive 
Study of the New Testament. 

But it may be worth while, by way of preliminary, to quote and examine 
just a very few of the writer’s ex cathedra pronouncements. We ought to know 
how far we can trust his guidance. 

The famous reference to Christ in Tacitus is of course an awkward corner 
to get round. But the author does it on top-gear. “ It is certain,” he says, 
“that the number of Christians (as we understand the term) in the city was 
quite small,” ż.e., in the reign of Nero. Why is it certain? No reasons are 
given; but the writer wants it to be true. For Tacitus speaks of ingens 
multitudo, and Tacitus must at all costs be discredited. (Yet Rom. xvi, written 
in Nero’s reign, suggests that there were one or two about: it reads like the 
small-print pages in this JourNau.* And Phil. i, 12 e¢seq. is worth reading ; 
it was written from Rome in the reign of Nero.) Tacitus, then, has made no 
inquiries and his statements about the Christians are untrustworthy. Isot 
that rather cavalier dismissal for the greatest Roman historian, with no evidence 
in court against him? Especially when Clement of Rome (who could not 
have seen the text of Tacitus) uses exaétly the same phrase—“a great 
crowd.” 

Again, as showing the unreliability of the stories in the Synoptic Gospels 
it is asserted, inter alia, that “ the Twelve Apostles are evidently mythical.” 
(It is Strange how “ evidently ” and “ obviously ” reappear when the ice gets 
thin.) Now, what are the arguments? (a) “In the Gospels the ‘ calling’ 
of the Apostles is evidently miracle, for why otherwise should men suddenly 
leave their occupation at a single summons?” That is all: so that’s that. 
(Yet, did not equally mythical events occur, in our knowledge, in August, 
1914 ?) But in point of fa& the Gospels never say that Peter and James and 
John were rangers to Him. They merely record the way in which He called 
them. If the Journau announced that P. B. C. had invited Mr. X to become 
a padre, and that Mr. X had consented—would it first elaborately describe 


* In order to be absolutely honest I ought to say that some good scholars think this chapter was originally meant 
for some destination other than Rome. But the Catacombs were never anywhere else. And they give Christian 
names in plenty under the Flavians, who followed Nero. 
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the previous meetings of X. and P. B. C.? Yet X accepted “at a single 
summons ”’! Why do men want to apply to the New Testament documents 
canons they never apply in a€tual life? (b) St. Paul “ makes no allusion to 
the venerated twelve.” The mention of them in 1 Cor. xv, 5, “is an interpola- 
tion which interrupts the sense.” (I should have thought it vital to the 
argument.) In any case who were ‘all the Apostles’ if not the twelve or, 
at any rate, the eleven? This is sheer ignorance of the New Testament, in 
which—as is plain to anyone who reads it—the word “ apostles ” is not used 
as an equivalent for “ the Twelve,” but means very much what we call 
Missionaries. Jesus appeared, says Paul, to the Twelve and subsequently to 
all who were included in this rank or order of Apostles. He calls himself an 
* apostle ” again and again; and also “ James, the Lord’s brother,’ who was 
certainly not one of the Twelve ; Aéts (xiv, 14) calls Barnabas an “ apostle ” ; 
St. Paul calls two men, otherwise unknown, Andronicus and Junias, “ apostles ” 
(Rom xvi, 7). Only to quote from those four epistles which our author assumes 
to be written by St. Paul, you might turn up the following references : Gal. i, 1; 
Pewee ee eertcor, 1, 1; ix, 1; 2 Cor, viii, 23; Rom. xvi, 7. 

But doesn’t that rather invalidate the argument ? 

Once more, it is said that St. Paul “ never quotes a single saying from his 
four Lord’s] lips, never avails himself of a single one of his teachings ” (p. 5). 
But if you will look at 1 Cor. vii, 10, and ix, 14, you will see at once two 
questions of Christian practice which are settled by a direct appeal to remembered 
teachings of the Master. And Aéts xx, 35, recalls how St. Paul in his speech 
at Miletus—in the presence of the writer of A@s—quoted a saying of the Lord, 
which in point of fact is not preserved in the Gospels. There is very much 
more to be madc of all this; but these enormous generalisations are tested 
enough by a single negative instance. So that when we are told St. Paul 
“ never alludes to the career of the Gospel Jesus ”’ we shall want to examine 
the texts a bit closely. I admit that stories from the life of Jesus were no 
part of St. Paul’s mission-preaching ; and the reasons for this will be made 
clear later on. His Lord was the Risen One Who had been crucified. But 
to be crucified and rise again is quite an incident, really, in a “career.” And 
if it is meant that St. Paul did not believe that the Christ he worshipped had 
ever lived on earth, I will merely make two obvious observations—(1) How, 
exactly, are you crucified if you do not exist at the time ? And (ii) remember 
that Paul twice refers to the birth of Jesus, as a Jew (Gal. iv, 4-6; Rom. i, 3), 
and in the second of these two passages refers to His “ Davidic”’ descent. 

That is enough of this kind of thing. I don’t want merely to argue ad 
hominem. But it seemed worth while to suggest to you in this way that the 
Geological Society’s fellowship does not confer the gift of infallibility in 
dealing with New Testament scholarship. In the next article—supposing, 
that is, that it isn’t suppressed by demand of Toc H members—we will try 


to approach the whole affair construdtively. ETR BARR 
+ ĉes in Dr. Greenly’s opinion, but without any support in fact. 
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THE KINGDOM OF THE RIGHT—I. 


, A previous article by the same hand, under the title of “ The Kingdom of the Wrong,” appeared 
in the JourNAL for November, 1926. It attacked three evils, as seen in the streets of Londor—drink, 
prostitution, and street-betting—from the point of view of their effect on children, for the author's concern 
is with “ Children’s Men ” (see July JOURNAL, 1926). The present article will be concluded in the April 
number —ED. 

( \F the Tribe of ‘Toc H, 12,000. Builders of a City : Subjeéts in a Kingdom. 
\J ACity which is being built: a Kingdom which is coming. We are at 
once in regions of thought above the power of the highest human words. All 
the greatest cities that ever have been, all the kingdoms which have ever 
triumphed,—these are but the dimmest images, yes, hardly more than shadows, 
of the City which we are building, of the Kingdom, the King of which we serve. 
But, while there are heights above, and depths beneath the power of our words 
and even of our thoughts in the things with which we are now concerned, yet, 
on the side which calls for our activities, the building of this City has to do 
with houses of brick and stone, the service of the Subjects in this Kingdom is 
intimately connected with men and women and children, with the troubles 
that touch us in our daily life, with the joys that cheer us in our work and in 
our play. The City and the Kingdom are indeed not bounded by limitations 
of our spacing and our timing; but the Master-Builder, and The King’s Son, 
One-and-the-Same-Person, is a Man. 

Co-builders and Co-subjeéts, we of Toc H—and the most of the 12,000, 
laymen, this writer amongst them. The Editor has said that his pages are not 
to be opened to controversy on the subjeét of the wording of our Fourth Point. 
But I should do my Readers and myself an injustice if I did not make it plain 
at the very beginning of this article, which is meant to be a careful piece of work, 
that I agree with every word in the letter by Padre Chavasse in the January 
JOURNAL (p. 20). I am doing my best here definitely to preach the Gospel : 
but as a layman to laymen. Behind the words I shall use are the great words 
of the Bible. You cannot spread any Good Tidings without the help of words. 
But I conceive it to be my duty, and the duty of other Toc H laymen, to cope 
with the spirit of the time in words of the time, and to be very careful not to 
pose in any way as self-ordained Padres. Perhaps I may put this in a simpler 
fashion if I say,—Let every man receive his own orders as to how he ought to 
speak: then let him speak, and that without flinching. 

Of a truth, an eternal truth, the City zs built, the Kingdom 4as come. As the 
Kingdom is Coming, so the City is Coming-down. But also of a truth, an 
eternal truth, you and I are helping in the building of the City, are pledged to 
bring nearer the Coming of the Kingdom. And for us, here in London is our 
building, here, in the British Empire is the Coming of the Kingdom. And it 
is my desire to induce any Readers who find this article before their eyes to come 
with me straight away into the region of the Concrete, that is to say, the region 
of Bricks, Stone and Mortar, into the streets of Central London. You, Sir, 
whom I collide with—both of us wearing the lamp in our button-hole which 
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token us to each other—colliding perhaps right in the heart of Central London— 
how are we to use the fa& that we are tokened, tokened as Brothers, tokened 
as fellow-workers before we even ask each other’s name, how are we to see to it 
that we combine so as to be of the utmost service? The longest life of man, 
all told, is but a little moment. But there are moments (believe one who has 
lived for nearly sixty years) which are nothing more nor less than golden 
Opportunities. Use collisions. If I can do what I want to do with this paper, 
there will be a few new thoughts in some men’s minds, my own amongst them, 
the next time brother collides with brother wearing our Lamp of Service. I 
yield to no man in the joy which is mine over the growth in numbers, and, as I 
believe, in general health of this Family of Toc H. Like most old men, I could 
criticise in places adversely and severely, an’ I would—but at present I would 
not. I am trying to help here as a builder, and as one of the older men among 
the lay-civilian-subje&ts of the Coming Kingdom. It is well that we should be 
under direftion. It is well for Toc H that skilful and kindly Jobmasters are in 
the land, pointing out to the young laity ways and means of service. But it is 
also well that in these growing hosts of our rank and file there should be an 
increasing realisation of the enormous and far-reaching influence and power 
which on-rolling waves of friendship, friendship in combination to do things, 
can set going, far and wide, up and down, in the streets and the lanes of our 
cities, on the downs and in the dales, and far across the ocean. We are only 
a little multitude as yet : but a multitude we are, marching along, 12,000 Strong. 

The Ideal for this Family of Toc H can be worded in many different ways. 
For my purpose now, I word it thus:—Many Men, Many Parties, Many 
Opinions : One Sincerity, One Service, One Whom we serve. ‘To make as far as 
possible the simplest Unity-in-work out of the endless complexities and varieties 
of the individual workers, this seems to me an obje& worth putting before 
himself by any among the older Toc H members who wants to be /# and really 
of the movements and activities of our whole Tribe. 

I have spoken of Concrete. I will speak of Cement. As a matter of fact 1 
have mentioned it already. The Cement joining together complexities of 
individuals into simplicity of Service, this Cement is ready to our using. It is 
Friendship. Those who know this writer well would tell you others who only 
begin to know him, that I, using by all accounts quite enough in the way of 
words, yet again and again put definite and intentional emphasis on certain 
words, which those who know me know also that I really do value immensely— 
and the greatest of these words is Friendship. Behind it, and above it, and 
below it, and around it, is the greater word, the word Love. But these two are 
not separate. Again we are dealing with higher thoughts than human words 
can compass. God, Who Is Love, and men who are friends,—look in the Book, 
you will find These are mingled in a marvellous fashion. You will find the 
word “ Friend” in very high places. I have no doubt that since the Great 
War the same thing which I am now going to say has been said over and over 
again. Our Elder Brethren died that it might be continually said. And I say 
it;snow: FRIENDSHIP CAN SAVE MANKIND. THE CHILDREN’S BEGGAR. 
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EVERYMAN’S STORY VI,—THE WORKING MEN’S 
COLLEGE 


QITUATED in Crowndale Road, St. Pancras, London, is a large handsome 
D building, whose red bricks pleasantly break the monotonous drabness 
of the street. This is the Working Mcn’s College, founded in 1854, by Frederick 
Denison Maurice and a little hand of co-workers, including Charles Kingsley 
and Tom Hughes, the author of Tom Brown’s Schooldays. The college was the 
outcome of the social unrest of the forties of last century, a period which Kingsley 
has so vividly depiéted in the pages of Aton Locke. 

Maurice saw that a very patent cause of this unrest was the lack of education 
among theworking classes. For, he thought, if it were not possible for men to 
share wealth in common, there were many things that they might share; 
comradeship, intelle@tual pleasure, these were not necessarily based upon 
material possessions. And if the barrier between the “ educated ” and the 
working classes was to be broken down, men must be kept together by some 
tasks of service to which each might contribute according to his ability. “My 
aim,” he wrote in the year in which the College was founded, “ is that there should 
be put before the working man of this country the ideal that there should 
be another and a higher motive than the money one in national education. 
The goal in front of the man of means and position and of the man without 
either should be that each portion of the nation should turn to account the 
bees it possesses to supply what the others lack for the common good of 
all. 

At the present day, as in 1854, this ideal has been kept in view. In the words 
that are set forth year by year in the programme of the term, “ The Students 
are for the most part working men, and the Teachers are, in general, members 
of the Universities and of the different professions, or those who have them- 
selves been students of the College.. Its purpose is to unite these classes 
together by associating them in the common work of teaching and learning. 
It provides ingtruétion at the smallest possible cost (the teaching being for the 
most part unpaid) in the subjeéts with which it most concerns English citizens 
to be acquainted, and thus tries to place a liberal education within the reach 
of working men.” The possibilities of its educative influences are boundless. 
From preparatory classes in the elements of the “ three R’s,” to Matriculation 
classes in preparation for a university degree, it caters for all branches and 
grades of learning. So that a working man having the ambition of Jude 
the Obscure need not despair, for even the halls of “ Christminster ” are no 
longer closed to him. 

Whilst education remains its main raison detre, social intercourse and sports 
are not forgotten. The Common Room is the centre of the Social life of the 
College, and in it teachers and students meet on terms of absolute equality 
There are Clubs of great variety and an excellent library containing over 12,000 
volumes. Contaé with the universities of Oxford and Cambridge is main- 
tained by means of annual visits of selected students, usually at Whitsun. 
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Members of Toc H will be specially interested in a scheme to form a junior 
branch of the College, for boys of 14 to 17, which is being considered by the 
College Council. This would supply a long felt want in St. Pancras, and would 
enable the College to get in touch with boys who are perhaps not attracted 
by the programme of the ordinary L.C.C. Evening School. And it would thus 
enable them to be imbued with the ideals of the College at an impressionable 
age. For this venture more voluntary workers will be needed. As it is the 
demand for voluntary teachers nearly always exceeds the supply. Any Toc H 
man who feels that his job of service lies in this dire€tion would be more than 
welcomed by the Studies Committee. F. D. Cope (Islington Branch, Toc FI). 


A RHYME OF ENGLAND 


[When Alfred Ollivant passed over last January, a wide and grateful public knew that the 
author of Ond Bob was dead ; but to some of us who were his friends it meant much more than 
that. “I should like to write a song,” he says in the Rhyme which follows—and his own life 
was really the splendid song which he wrote for us. I met him first in Bermondsey about 
1912—a shy man just coming back into the bustle of London life after twelve years on his 
back, the result of a riding accident which had broken off a promising soldier’s career at its 
very outset. The War came, and he volunteered—and instead of service found himself, help- 
less, in a sanatorium in Switzerland. The last time I saw him he lay in bed by his open window 
in Kensington, full of welcome and a quiet joy, for his whole spirit was full of health, and it 
was often we others, able-bodied, who came to him for healing. He delighted in the good 
new things moving in the world (I talked to him once of Toc H); he believed passionately 
in youth; he saw a new day coming. More than one friend has felt that his fortitude, his 
strong gentleness, his faith, his very face reminded us of the greatest Pattern of men.—B.B.] 


I should like to write a song, So that when the time shall come 
Song that’s sweet of England, Home for me to wander, 

Fair as she is, free and strong, At the dusk of evening home, 
Strong as Island England ; The old home out yonder, 


Fresh as is the morning dew They may murmur as they go— 
On her breathing uplands, Working men in russet, 

As she heaves beneath the blue Brushing masterful and slow 
Out of the grey lowlands ; Through the fern and thicket, 


Brimming with the noise of larks, As they carry me along 
Laughing at the armadas— On their faithful shoulders 
Billowy-breasted galleons huge To return me to the earth 
Of the Sou’-West raiders ; *Mid the ling and boulders— 


They may murmur as they march 
With a mighty swinging : 
“ England, you’re the sweeter for 
This old labourer’s singing.” 
ALFRED OLLIVANT. 
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PAT’S PROGRESS 


As members know, Pat Leonard handed over the Padre’s j 7 7 
s Pat job at Manchester to Ted Davidson, of Sydney, 
Lefore Chriftmas, and sailed with Leslie Hayworth for Australia on January 16. First pA of fis 
progress reaches us in the following letter written to the Manchester members :-— 


NAY DEARS, On board S.S.“ Neftor,” in the Southern Hemisphere. 


iVi To-morrow we are due at Cape Town, and to-day for the first time on the voyage 
l am a free man with time on my hands to write to my pals. No sooner had the shores of 
England faded from view—but not from memory—than the passengers elected me Sports Secre- 
tary, and if you want to know what that means ask Ted Davidson. Since that moment I have 
spent iny time organising deck games, whist drives, dances, guessing competitions, cricket 
matches, and a dozen other methods of wasting time or keeping passengers out of mischief. 
The Sports Secretary’s duties, however, do not end with getting these things up ; he has then 
got to persuade people to enter for the competitions, and to rouse torpid and indifferent competi- 
tors to play off their heats. It is quite the most exhausting form of work I know. To get a 
ladies’ doubles going needs the constitution of a bullock, the skin ofa rhinoceros and the stamina 
ofa marathon runner. After endless searching of four decks, you manage to colle@ three of the 
four players, leaving them on the spot where the game is to be played, you go in search of the 
fourth ; five minutes later you return in triumph to find the other three are missing, and so on, 
ad infinitum. Oh, it’s a merry game, believe me! However, the voyage so far has been extra- 
ordinarily pleasant. We’ve been exceedingly lucky with the weather, and we are a very happy 
family and long-suffering. 

One night Leslie and I gave them a lantern le€ture on Toc H. I did the talking and Leslie 
worked the slides. Judging by the numbers present—about go per cent. of the passengers 
and officers—and the talking since, our combined efforts sowed a fair amount of useful seed. 

Last night we had the farewell concert and prize distribution. Leslie has been distinguishing 
himself at deck games, and had to come up for a couple of prizes. All I’ve managed to win is 
the potato. and bucket race in the gymkhana, though I’m nearly skinned as a result of cock- 
fighting, bolster-bar and other rough games. As the final item in the concert, we put on a 
little sketch in which Leslie played the part of Mrs. Paley Paget, and looked a charming if somewhat 
beefy girl, while I sustained the part of a lovesick Major, with grizzled hair and moustache. 

This is some life, I can tell you; but now I must settle down to the real business and let some- 
one else do the thankless job of chivvying unwilling passengers to take violent exercise. 

My love to you all. God guide and bless you. Keep the home fires burning. 

Ever yours, 
Par. 

News of their arrival at Cape Town reached Harry Ellison in a letter from W. B. Gurney, of the local 
Group, dated 11.2.27 :— 

“ Several of us went down to the Docks to meet Pat Leonard last Saturday morning (Feb. 5), 
and from the Docks I took him in my car to Cape Point and right round the Peninsula, so that 
he could get a good idea of the lie of the land. . . He then had dinner with us before going into 
Cape Town for the special meeting which had been called. About thirty or forty blokes turned 
up and we had a most satisfactory evening. Pat gave us a very inspiring talk and was most 
helpful in giving his advice on various problems and difficulties. The meeting closed with 
“ Rogerum,” sung in the most hearty fashion. I then handed Pat over to Rose, who put him 
up for the night, looked after him on Sunday and saw him off. . . . I hear that there was quite a 
nice number at the Docks. We put up Leslie Hayworth, who is accompanying Pat, on Saturday 
night. From this I think you will see that we did what we could to give Pat a welcome.” 
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CONCERNING TOC H IN SOUTH AFRICA 


An “AFRICAN CIRCLE” oF Toc H. 

| es suggestion is made by an old South African to all African Toc H members now 

living in Great Britain that a “ Circle”? might be formed among them. ‘The appeal is 
to all South Africans, Rhodesians, and those who have lived anywhere in Africa—North, 
South, East, West or Central. There is no intention that those joining should lose their identity 
with the Branches or Groups to which they belong. But such a Circle might at least 
(1) serve as a Jaison team between African Branches and Groups and those at home; (2) be 
ready to welcome and entertain Toc H visitors from Africa; (3) serve to bring African 
members at home into touch with each other. Members interested in the idea are asked to 
send their names and addresses to Padre Harry Ellison at Headquarters. 


GILBERT WitiiAMs’ Tour. 

During the next five months (March to July) Padre Gilbert Williams is a€ting as a whole- 
time Padre for Toc H in South Africa, and is hoping to look up all the Groups now working 
there. His visits are likely to be a great help in the consolidation of the family, and to lead 
to its extension in various quarters. Mrs. Williams goes with him and will deal with L.W.H. 
affairs. For the information of the many members at home who will want to remember them 
and Toc H in South Africa, their itinerary willbe as follows :—March : The Cape Peninsula and 
Western Province of the Cape; April: Eastern Province; May: Natal and the Orange 
Free State; June: The Transvaal; July: Southern and Northern Rhodesia. 


THE SOUTH AFRICAN RAILWAY MISSION. 

Toc H in South Africa is beginning to interest itself in the South African Church Railway 
Mission, which cares for the isolated white railway folk over some 10,000 miles of line. The 
Annual Meetings of the Mission will be held in London on Wednesday, March 30, at 3 p.m. 
and 8 p.m., at the- Mary Sumner House, Tufton Street, Westminster. In the aftcrnoon the 
chair will be taken by Sir Herbert Stanley, Governor of Northern Rhodesia (a Toc H member, 
who carried the Rhodesian Lamp at the last Birthday Festival), and Bishop Neville Talbot of 
Pretoria will be the principal speaker. In the evening Padre Harry Ellison of H.Q., an old 
head of the Mission, will be in the chair, and hopes that Toc H and L.W.H. London will come 
and hear something about this very definite reaching out of hands “ from the friendly to the 
lonely.” 

THE PRESENTATION OF THE RUSHLIGHT. 

The following form has been suggested and is used by the Transvaal Executive for Groups 
receiving a Rushlight :—Afrer the Executive has approved the officers of the Group, a member of the 
Executive will, on the appointed day, carry the Rushlight to the Group meeting place. Upon arrival, he 
will find the meeting place in darkness, and will knock upon the door. 

Chairman of Group: “ Who Stands without ?” 

Executive Member: “The bearer of Light.” 

Chairman (opening the door): “We bid you welcome.” 

The Executive Member will enter the door with the lighted Rushlight in his hands, saying: “ The 
brotherhood of Toc H send you all greetings and this Light. Keep it burning within your 
Group, by maintaining fellowship and service for Everyman and in remembrance of our Elder 
brethren.” 

Chairman (receiving the Rushlight from the hands of the Executive Member) : “ We will maintain 
the Light by service and love.” 

Executive Member: “It is well.” 

Chairman: “ With proud thanksgiving,” etc. (The Ceremony of Light follows.) 
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THIS YEAR’S PILGRIMAGE TO YPRES 


“THE Toc H Pilgrimage “ back to the Salient” at the end of August, 1926, in which about 

L 180 members of Toc H and L.W.H. took part, was a source of such inspiration and lasting 
value to those who went, that it will be repeated again this year. A Pilgrimage travelling via 
Dover-Ostend is now definitely announced for July 9-11, and it is possible that another Pilgrimage 
specially for Northern members, will travel via Hull-Zeebrugge at some later date in the Summer. 
Arrangements are under way and full details will be published later. Meanwhile the follow- 
ing points may be noted : 

1. The party will leave London early on Saturday, July 9, and will reach London again 
on Monday evening, July 11. It will be billeted in Ypres, and will visit the battlefield and, if 
possible, the Old House at Poperinghe on Sunday, July 10. 

2. The inclusive cost for travelling from London to Ypres and back, beds and meals, will 
be about £3 ros. 

3. Members who can arrange their holidays about this date would be well advised to spend 
more time in Belgium, fitting in the Pilgrimage week-end as part of it. 

4. Members of Toc H and L.W.H. and friends are eligible to join the party, and any 
members able to bring boys (Scouts, etc.) in whom they are interested would be doing all 
concerned a service. 

5. As things stand at present, vo passports are necessary for the week-end party, but must 
be held by those staying longer. 

6. Applications may be sent at any time now to Alex. Birkmire, at Toc H Headquarters 


ST. BARNABAS’ PILGRIMAGE TO PALESTINE. 

St, Barnabas Hostels, which have conduéted many War Graves Pilgrimages to France and 
Flanders (in some of which Toc H has co-operated) and which carried out one to Salonika 
and Gallipoli in 1926, are arranging a Pilgrimage to Egypt and Palestine, leaving London on 
April 26 and returning on May 20. Pilgrims will travel on board S.S. Stella d’Italia, calling 
at Alexandria, Haifa, Cyprus, Rhodes, Crete, Malta and Naples, and will be able to be present 
at the unveiling of the memorial to the missing at Jerusalem on May 7. All information can 
be obtained from the Hon. Secretary, St. Barnabas, 7, Hobart Place, S.W. 1. 


MOTHERING SUNDAY 


A strong attempt is being made to revive the beautiful old English custom of observing 
“Mothering Sunday,” the name used in old days for the Sunday in the MiddleofLent. The 
name has a two-fold significance : it is linked to words which occur in the Epistle for that day 
—“ Jerusalem which is above is free, which is the mother of us ali ”—and so it was a day on 
which English families met and went in procession to “ mother-church ” to make their offerings 
together; and it was the festival of all mothers, when their children brought gifts of fowers 
and cakes to the living mothers as tokens of their love and devotion, and specially remembered 
those mothers who were dead. The suggestion is made that Toc H members should help in 
this revival of a family festival in the old ways—by worshipping together, by visiting their 
mothers if near, by sending them a letter and a gift if away from them, by remembering them 
if they have passed over. Perhapsalso Branches and Groups might devise new ways of welcome 
and service to mothers inneed in their own places to celebrate the day. This year Mothering 
Sunday falls on March 27. The Mothering Sunday Movement has its headquarters at 25, 
Regent Street, Nottingham, and the Secretary can supply a special form of service (price 1d.), 
a short history of the festival, with special service (6d.), and other information. 
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A PHOTOGRAPHIC RECORD OF TOC H 


HE “ archives ” of Toc H from the beginning have not been systematically kept, and some 

_ Material which would be of the greatest value and interest to members in times to come 
can, it is feared, no longer be colle&ed. The Editor of the Journal has for some time been 
putting aside copies of literature, piftures, notes, etc., and now the secretary of one of the 
London Distriéts comes forward with a proposal to form a Toc H Camera Circle, which, if 
taken up by enthusiasts, would help the H.Q. records very considerably. Briefly his plan is 
as follows :— 

1. Object: The organisation of a colleftion of photographs recording the many and varied 
aCtivities of Toc H. 

2. Method: Members of the Camera Circle shall send their prints to the Hon. Secretary 
of it—each print accompanied by a penny stamp to cover the cost of mounting and making up. 
The Secretary shall make up a portfolio, or portfolios, of photographs for circulation by post 
to the members interested, and, eventually, to Headquarters for permanent preservation. 

3. Membership: Any member of Toc H or L.W.H. is eligible, without fee or subscription, 
The Hon. Secretary shall be appointed from time to time as necessary by Headquarters. He 
shall be responsible for the making-up of the portfolios and his decision as to the inclusion of 
prints shall be final. 

4. Circulation and Awards: The Secretary shall post periodically, as decided, a portfolio 
of priats to any member of Toc H or L.W.H. whose name is registered with him. A circulation 
list will accompany the portfolio and each member, after retaining the photographs for two days, 
shall post them on, at his own expense, to the next person on the list. A voting shcct will also 
go round with the portfolio, and the three contributors whose pictures receive most votes 


will be awarded a certificate of merit. 


Members who are interested in this proposal arc herewith invited to write to C. G. Ingall, 
93, Cranfield Road, London, S.E. 4, who has voluntecred to a&t as Hon. Secretary of the Camera 


MULTUM IN PARVO 


Circle. 


Ø THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE CENTRAL 
Councix will be held this year on Saturday, 
April 9. All notices of Resolutions to 
to be moved at the Council must be sent in 
duly proposed and seconded by Councillors 
to reach the General Secretary nof /ater than 
Monday, March 21. 

Ø The Seventh Annuar Rerorr of Toc H. 
appears in the present number of the JOURNAL. 
The large folding sheet containing the analysed 
Balance Sheet and Income and Expenditure 
Account is, owing to its expense, only issued 
with the Report this year to members of the 
Central Council and certain others: it can 
be obtained, however, by any member speci- 
ally interested on application to the Registrar. 
The quarterly List of Houses, Branches and 
Groups, normally due in the April number, 
is included for the convenience of members 
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and subscribers in the Annual Report, and 
will not appear again until July. 

@ Recent Army changes considerably affect 
Toc H. REGGIE May (Col. Sir R. S. 
May), who named Talbot House in 1915 and 
has stood by it ever since, resigns the chair- 
manships of our Central Exccutive, of the 
London Federation Committee, of the London 
Houses Committce and of Mark I on leaving 
the Directorate of Recruiting and Organisa- 
tion at the War Office. “He has had the 
full weight of the changes incidental to the 
re-forming of the Army” (says the Times), 
“and his successful directorship has caused 
him to be scleéted for charge of the adminis- 
trative work at Chester for the Western 
Command.” His loss to Toc H in London 
will be very great, but Toc H in the North- 
West will know how to welcome his coming. 


@ We shall all congratulate “Tim” (Sir 
Charles) Hartncron on his promotion to 
full General—a crowning step in a record of 
promotions which has few equals. He had 
only just left his captaincy behind when he 
went to France in 1914; he was a Brigadier in 
the following year, a Major-General in 1918, 
a Lieutenant-General in 1920. But the pro- 
motion marks a great loss to Toc H in the 
North-East. When Tim Harington took over 
the Northern Command in 1923, he promised 
that he would visit every Branch and Group 
in his area, if possible, and he has more than 
kept his promise: the York Branch owes 
more to him than to any othcr member, and 
the promising Group at Cattcrick Camp, our 
first practical experiment among soldiers in 
peace time, was his creation. Now he 
exchanges England for the Indian Western 
Command: he takes over at Quetta in June. 
All good wishes follow him from home, and 
Toc H India will find a splendid new ally. 

Ø Gencral Sir WALTER BRAITHWAITE, Chair- 
man of the Toc H Schools Committee at 
H.Q., left the Eastern Command on March 1 
to be the new Adjutant-General; and Major- 
General Sortty-FLoop, commander of the 
42nd (Lancashire) Division in France, who 
has been a supporter of Toc H in Manchester 
and unveiled the memorial in the 42nd 
Division Room at Mark IV on December 11 
last, leaves for India, where he will be 
D.A.-G, at Headquarters. 

@ Congratulations to T. Tanqueray (Toc H 
Correspondent, Eastbourne College) and ALAN 
Crarke (Wood Green) on the arrival of sons ; 
we are always glad to hear of prospective 
probationers of Toc H! 

@ Tubby is anxious to ascertain what 
Branches and Groups can produce in the 
way of LOCAL SPEAKERS who could accompany 
him occasionally on his Toc H tours in 
England, and be available generally for 
propaganda work. Secretaries are specially 
asked to advise the General Secretary at H.Q. 
as to any of their members willing to do a 
certain amount of speaking and capable of 
doing it effectively. 


@ As already announced, RETREATS FOR MEN 
will be held by Stewards of the League of the 
Lamp at the Retreat House, Carshalton, 
Surrey, as follows:—June 18-20, by the 
Very Rev. F. W. Worsley; Oé€tober 29-31, 
by Canon T. W. Pym. Applications should 
be made in good time to the Secretary of 
the L.L.M. at H.Q. A Retreat (arranged by 
Padre Pat Leonard) for women members—in 
conjunction with the Fellowship of St. John— 
will be held in Manchester on April 1-4; 
details may be had from Miss D. A. Cor- 
dukes, 42, Roberts Avenue, Rusholme, Man- 
chester. 

@ Fr. Andrew, whose QUIET AFTERNOON for 
men at Christ Church, Vitoria Street, West- 
minster, recently was found very valuable by 
some Toc H members, will hold another 
such in the same place from 2.30-4.30 p.m. 
on Saturday, March 26. 

Ø The Shakespeare Festival at Stratford-on- 
Avon runs this year from April 18 to May 14 
and from July 11 to September 10. GEORGE 
Sxittan (“The Spirit of Light” in the 
Birthday Masque, 1925 and 1926, a keen 
member of Toc H) asks us to invite any 
fellow-members visiting Stratford this summer 
to call on him so that he may, if possible, be 
of service to them. His address there is 29, 
Shottery Road. 

Ø Support for this JouRNAL at its present 
“ exorbitant”? price comes from an unex- 
peéted source. Mr. Wyndham Lewis, writing 
“at the Sign of the Blue Moon,” in the Daily 
Mail (February 23) defines Literature as 
“prose or verse published between orange 
(or yellow) covers Literature may 
include anything written in any review sold 
at sixpence or over: I have donc it myself 
and I know. Under sixpence it is journalism. 
The definition, however, is exaét as it stands, 
for everything between orange covers is 
literature—however odd that may seem.” 
gø A British resident of Ypres, known to 
Toc H, has accommodation (including a 
garage) at his home at moderate terms for 
Toc H visitors, who can get into touch 
with him through the Editor of the JOURNAL. 
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NEWS FROM BRANCHES AND GROUPS 


si a renis are again reminded that the final date for their news is now the 15th of the month (mt 
e sast Thursday as previously) for insertion in the month following. —ED. 


London Federation 


WORKING BOYS’ CAMP.—It is hoped to 
open the Camp on the Toc H Sports Ground 
at Barnet for the Easter week-end. Applica- 
tions for camp sites should be sent to the 
Camp Secretary, B. C. M. Bomford, Mark 
VII, 15, Fitzroy Square, W.1. 

MARK III.—The Lamp was lighted and a 
short service held by Tubby in the Chapel in 
memory of Peter Ashcroft, our youngest 
Elder Brother, on the anniversary of his 
death, February 1. A large number from 
Mark III and from other Branches who had 
known Peter attended. Gueff-nights on Wed- 
nesdays: supper 7 p.m.; speakers on alter- 

nate Wednesdays at 8.15 p.m.—March 16, 
“ Russia”; March 30, “New Ideas in 
Education.” 


MARK VII.—Gueft-nights: March 10, 
Professor Adkins on “ The New Leisure” ; 
March 17, Rev. F. R. Barry on “ The 
Revision of the Prayer Book” ; March 24, no 
speaker; (March 31, N.W. Distri& Guest- 
night at Golders Green); April 7, Shoran S. 
Singha on “ The Confli& in Modern India.” 


BARKING.—On February 6 Tubby 
addressed a public meeting here and, later, 
preached in the Parish Church on Toc H at 
home and abroad. We had a pleasant hour, 
with Ilford and Tower Hill as visitors, in our 
newly-acquired den. Our first dance was held 
on January 27. Meetings: Weekly, alter- 
nately on Tuesdays and Wednesdays. 

BEN. 

CROYDON.—In reference to the Head- 
quarters financial appeal the Branch passed 
a vote of confidence in the Central Executive 
and pledged itself to do its utmost to help. 
In March we are inaugurating the Duplex 
Envelope scheme, the “ Pivotal System” 

(thanks to Hammersmith), and a monthly 
four-page rag, “ The Sock Suspender.” We 
celebrated our third Birthday on February 6 
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at the Northend Brothcrhood, where Padre 
Brochner spoke afternoon and evening. It is 
a blow to lose our Padre, Pat McCormick, 
who goes to St. Martin’s-in-the-Fields ; we 
hope to welcome Canon Woods from Cam- 
bridge shortly. Among corporate jobs are 
Stewarding the Bath Hall, which is used as a 
club on Sunday nights, visiting Carshalton 
L.C.C. Hospital, &c. Meetings: On Fridays 
at the Toc H Hut, facing the “ Swan and 
Sugar Loaf,” South Croydon. 


HAMPSTEAD.—We were greatly fortu- 
nate in having as speakers during the Autumn 
Padre J. H. Bateson and Peter Monie, while 
Padre Pryor Grant, who came to our Annual 
Mecting on December 3, was good enough to 
talk about Toc H in U.S.A. The annual 
dance was again a jolly affair, and was 
followed on January 9 by our Birthday 
Service at St. Stephen’s Church. 

D. N.C. 


RICHMOND.—Toc H multiplies by divi- 
sion and the Richmond Group is no exception 
to this rule. Following the example of 
Twickenham, Mortlake has now decided to 
set up shop on its own and is already doing 
good business. Our main job is still at the 
Star and Garter Home for Disabled Soldiers 
and Sailors and we are fortunate in having 
the Chaplain of the Home as our Padre. 
Recent corporate jobs have included assisting 
at Kinema Services, Tattoo in aid of Rich- 
mond Hospital and Dr. Barnardo’s Boys’ 
Concert. Meetings on second and fourth 
Thursdays at Anne’s Pantry, Sheen Road. 
February 24, A. C. Piper (Borough Librarian) 
on “ Public Libraries”; March 24, Aidan 
Clarke on “ The Toc H Spirit in Literature.” 

BENZENE K, 


TOWER HILL.— Meetings every Sunday 
afternoon at 4.15 in All Hallows’ Porch 
Room. March 20, R. T. Codd, Organising 


Secretary of the Alliance for the Defence of 
Sunday (Streatham, Barking and Edmonton 
members invited); March 27, Brig.-General 
R. J. Kentish on “The National Playing 
Fields Association ” (Mark I, Sydenham and 
Richmond invited). 


UXBRIDGE.—A hundred children of the 
average age of nine were provided with a Bun 
Fight and entertainment in St. Margaret’s 
Parish Hall on January 29. A sumptuous 
tea with orchestral accompaniment was 
followed by humorous songs, conjuring, a 
marionette show, games, and a ventriloquial 
sketch by Padre James. In other ways, too, 
the Group is going great guns, besides helping 
Beaconsfield to start a Group. 

WEYBRIDGE.—The Group now has 30 
members and a number of promising pro- 
bationers. We have had good talks on such 
subjects as “ The Egyptian Police,” “ Railway 
Signalling ” (by the local stationmaster, who 
is now a probationcr), “ Physical Training,” 
&c., while Padre Monje gave us so helpful an 
address on “ The Foundation Principles of 
Toc H” on December 30 that his notes were 
typed afterwards and circulated to members. 
Our first Birthday, celebrated on January 22 
and 23, has been the great recent event for 
us. Nearly ṣo of us, including guests from 
Bromley, Kingston, Esher, Twickenham and 
Reading, listened in St. Albans Hall to an 
inspiring talk from Peter Monie, and an 
address by Colonel Bidder (Hon. Secretary of 
the S.W. Distri& of the London Federation). 
After a discussion on finance round the stove, 
and refreshments, we enjoyed a varied pro- 
gramme—choruses, a Maori dance by Padre 
Monie, burlesque broadcasting by Bromley 
members, &c., finishing with prayers. Some 
of our guests were billeted with Weybridge 
members for the night. On Sunday we 
attended early Communion at the Anglican 
and Wesleyan churches, and twenty-four met 
for breakfast afterwards. Church and walks 
filled the morning, and in the afternoon we 
held an informal conference on jobs, &c. 
Altogether it was a happy and profitable 
time—and Group funds hardly suffered at 


all! On the following Saturday Streatham 
Branch brought their “ Cosmopolitan ” con- 
cert party and gave a show in aid of our 
funds and local charity. A special treasurer 
for contributions to H.Q. has been appointed. 
Jobs are going ahead and in some new 
direétions. We mourn the loss, following a 
motor-cycle accident in December, of Reg 
Hawker, one of our keenest and most beloved 
members. WEYBLOKE, 


WIMBLEDON.— Meetings at Johnston’s 
Rooms, High Street, at 8.15 p.m. March 8, 
W. Cross on “Catkins”; March 15, “ The 
Fourth Point of the Compass ’’—discussion ; 
March 22, Business Meeting ; March 29, Col. 
R. Campbell on “ Physical Training.” 


LONDON SPORTS CLUB.—Soccer Fix- 
tures—1ft XI: March 19, Midland Bank, at 
Barnet; April 2, Bank of England, at 
Barnet; April 9, Westminster Bank, at 
Barnet; April 15, Easter Tour. Reserve XI: 
March 19, H.A.C. Reserves, at Armoury 
House; March 26, Old Ardinians, at 
Barnet ; April 2, Latymer Upper School, at 
Wood Lane. “A” XI: March 19, Wembley 
C.L.B., at Wembley; March 26, Old Ardi- 
nians “A,” at Barnet. Rugger.—A general 
mecting of the Toc H R.F.C. was held at 
Mark VII, on January 22, with Bob Collis 
(Toc H’s only International) in the chair. 
Among other business, a constitution for the 
Club was approved; fixtures for three 
XV’s next season were reported (an increase 
of membership will be welcomed—intending 
players should apply to the Secretary, C. W. 
Perry, 6, All Souls’ Avenue, Harlesden, 
N.W. 10, or to Joha Mallet, at Mark VII); 
and it was decided to start a Rugger Training 
Class at Albany Street Cavalry Barracks, on 
Tuesdays, at 8.30 p.m. Bob Collis and other 
first-class players will help in the instruétion. 
A Toc H “ Seven-a-side ” competition will 
be held at New Barnet on April 9. Teams 
pay 3s. entry to cover expenses, and it is 
anticipated that about eight teams will turn 
out. The Annual General Meeting will be 
held at Mark VII, on April 2, at 7.30 p.m. 
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XW Fixtures: March 19, King’s 
College, away; March 26, Customs House, 
away; April 2, East London College, 
at home, “A” XV: March 19, East 


London College, at home; March 26, ILA.C., 
at home; April 2, Battersea Polytechnic, 
away; April 9, Southern Railway, at 
home. 


Home Counties Area 


CANTERBURY.—At our Guest-Night on 
January 18, Mr. A. E. Chambers gave us 
a lantern leure on “Irrigation in South 
Africa; and on January 26 we were busily 
engaged with the annual supper of the Red 
Triangle Working Lads’ Club. The Rev. M. 
Tobias, chaplain to the Buffs and Cavalry 
Depots, spoke to us about “ Recruits,” and 
the outcome was that we have thrown open 

-our rooms on Wednesday and Saturday 
evenings to recruits for games and music. 
On February 7, in conjunction with the 
“ Toc Emmas,” we held a successful dance 
in the County Hall. WIN, 


FARNBOROUGH.— Jobs go well, in spite 
of a shortage of man-power. The Rovers 
recently showed us how to organise a poor 
children’s party; the Boys’ Club also had 


a successful party, and plans are already in 
hand for the summer camp. The annual 
mecting re-elected all officers, and we entered 
1927 in an optimistic spirit. ‘‘ Wally” has 
been in bed for a month—and Manchester 
will realise how much quieter our meetings 
arel Meetings in the Y.M.C.A. (our new 
home): Guest-Night every third Tuesday. 
Dick. 


FOLKESTONE.—Members are working 
hard, corporate jobs are on the increase, and 
new men of the right kind are coming along 
and will enable us to increase our activities. 
On the social side, we have had some interest- 
ing debates and talks lately : On February 22, 
our deputy-chairman spoke on “ The Work 
of the Police Court Missionary,” and on 
April 8 the president of the local Rotary Club 
will speakon “ Rotary.” G,, J, 1, 


East Anglian Area 


FELIXSTOWE.—-We have from the first 
tried to follow the advice “ Go slow,” but 
many activities and enthusiasm have made it 
difficult. Visits from Cuckow (South Africa) 
and Brown (Malay States) have been most 
welcome and their talks very interesting 
Nine of us again visited the Herman de Stein 
Hospital recently and gaveaconcert. R.W. 


IPSWICH.—Another Group is in process 
of formation in East Suffolk, making four off- 
shoots in all of this Branch; and there are 
at last signs of a possible Group in West 
Suffolk. Our Christmas-New Year effort 
produced over {100 for St. Dunstan’s. We 
are booked to help with a League of Nations 
mass meeting in March, and have provided 
a proportion of the organising force for the 
Church Congress, which comes to Ipswich in 
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1927. A scheme for providing information 
about Emigration has been put up by some 
of our members. “Tubby” is due here in 
April. C.G. 


YARMOUTH.—We are steadily increasing 
in numbers and our fortnightly meetings are 
well attended. “ Tubby’s ” visit on April 21 
should be a great help. Our first corporate 
communion was so well attended that the 
Padre is arranging another soon, A. R. 
Bishop recently talked to us on “ The Sugar- 
Beet Industry,” and Major Benn will speak 
on February 21,0n “ The Scout Movement.” 
On March 3, we go over to visit our friends 
of Norwich Branch, Among jobs at present 
is visiting the deaf and dumb, and on Febru- 
ary 24 we shall be with them at their annual 
tea, 


Hast Midlands Area 


NOTTINGHAM.—We have had some 
Sitting times—a joint lunchcon with the 
Rotary Club, addressed by Rotarian Holloway 
(Bromley Toc H); visits from Dean Crotty 
(Newcastle, N.S.W.) and Don Cleland (Perth, 
W.A.), and Peter Monie; and a service at 


a local Baptist Chapel, run entirely by Toc H 
and L.W.H., with three 10-minute talks by 
members on the “Traditions of Toc H,” 
“Service,” and the “ Family Life.” One 
member played the organ and others gave 
solos. Hrptscus. 


West Midlands Area 


BIRMINGHAM.—Much spade work is 
being done here. With the help of our Area 
Navigator we have recently reviewed our 
family policy and method of building: this 
undertaking was at first viewed with some 
misgiving as we thought we smelt red-tape. 
As a result, we have the liberation of a 
quantity of thought energy which may now 
be applied to fresh channels, and the possi- 
bilities of his job are being grappled with 
by the Branch Pilot. Many applications for 
Prtobationship are coming in, and we are glad 
of this, for several familiar faces are seen 
less frequently among us now that groups 
are being formed in Harborne, Handsworth 
and Erdington. On Sunday evenings, at 
8.30 p.m., many members and probationers 
meet at Mark VI, informally to gargle 
“Tochessence” in differing solutions, viz., 
Pop, Oil, Fertiliser, Vaccine, Cocktails, Spirit, 
and soon. By this means, old and new are 
learning more of Toc H. The job list has 
included recently a concert to the blind and 
disabled, and a hostellers’ party to the 
urchins who frequent our portals and beg 
cigarette pictures. Dirk. 

{Birmingham’s ideas on development, &c., 
as expressed in the pamphlet, Four Letters, 
to be obtained from Mark VI, price 7d., were 
referred to in these pages last month.—Ep.] 


HARBORNE.—Mark VI’s first Group, 
Harborne and Distriét, greet the Family! 
Our start was easier as we are all Talbot- 
ousians already. We have been fortunate in 


roping in two padres, C. of E. and Baptist; 
to both Toc H is new, but will not long 
remainso, We have not worried much about 
speakers so far, being too much occupied with 
setting our house in order, finance, and the 
“Group Law.” We have attended at shows 
arranged by the British Legion and the 
League of Nations Union, Padre Spurway 
and Les Abdy blew in one evening, and 
Padre Dabbs has given a talk on “ British 
East Africa” ; on February 18, we “implode” 
onMark VI to hearGeorge Mooreon “ Rover- 
ing.” Meetings (pending our own den) at 
Morgan’s Cafe, High Street, Harborne, on 
Fridays; ’buses 3, 4 and 12 from the city 
pass the door. 


RUGBY.—On January 23 and 24 we cele- 
brated our third birthday. Sunday morning 
saw 15 members on their way to the Padre’s 
village, where they attended 8 o’clock cele- 
bration of Holy Communion; this was fol- 
lowed by a family breakfast in the Church 
Room. In the evening we held a Thanks- 
giving Service at the local hospital chapel, 
by kind permission of the Board of Manage- 
ment. The Branch Padre conduéted the 
service, and the Rev. R. Broxton, of Rugby 
School, gave us an inspiring address on 
“ Service.” On Monday, we held a social 
gathering at the Girls’ Welcome Club, when 
members from Coventry joined us. We have 
to record a further gift from the donor of 
our Lamp, that being a framed photograph 
of her son—Rupert Brooke. Jusso. 


West and South Yorks Area 


DEWSBURY.—At long last we have got 


happened). On January 18 we made a trip 


zooms of our own—a// hand painted, including down a coal mine—all right for broadening 


the floor (we didn’t mean to do that—it just 


one’s mind and lowering one’s head. On 
IIIT 


a 
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January 25, Robey was with us; and Miss 
Goodman’s address on February 4, to a few 
ladies, may result, on February 18, in a 
decision to start an L.W.H.Group. Meetings : 
March 8, A. de Carteret (Bradford), on 
Dr. Barnardo’s Homes” ; March 15, a joy 
night; March 22, R. C. Taylor (Hudders- 
field), on‘ Le Morte d’Arthur.” Duckey. 
LEEDS.—The Branch celebrated its Birth- 
day on January 29, with the biggest rally of 
Toc H so far in Leeds. Among distant 
visitors were the representatives of Grantham, 
Middlesbrough, and Dormanstown, while 
Lamps and Rushlights were brought from 
Bradford, Halifax, Huddersfield, Hull, Shef- 
field, Dewsbury, York, Doncaster, Rother- 
ham, Bridlington, Beverley, Mirfield, Spen 
Valley, Honley, and Lightcliffe. The Lord 
Mayor (Alderman Hugh Lupton) lit the 
Lamp; and Bishop Neville Talbot, of 
Pretoria (whose father was once Vicar of 
Leeds), and Bishop Burroughes of Ripon, 
were present. Col. Oddie took the chair; 
he announced that Giggleswick School were 
taking over a company of the Boys’ Brigade 
in Leeds, and he hoped some day to see 
Leeds Grammar School do the same, while 
Toc H had some prospect of taking entire 
responsibility for the Red House Settlement. 
The Bishop of Ripon said that Toc H had 
two tasks to accomplish for the Church and 
the world—to show that religion could be 
both natural and interesting, and that it was 
quite possible to be 100 per cent. Christian 
and yet look entirely unecclesiastical—if not 
positively edifying! Neville Talbot, who 
gave some diverting reminiscences of old 
days at Poperinghe, said it was more difficult 
to live in peace than to die in war. Toc H 
would do nothing if it just skimmed the 
surface of things—it must go deep down. 
Every young member should wrestle with his 
own conception of religion—and then inter- 
pret it by living earnestly, vividly and man- 


fully. Singing filled the intervals between the 
speeches. 

SPEN VALLEY.—Our new room in Old- 
field Lane, Heckmondwike, was the scene of 
much enthusiasm on January 1, when it was 
officially opened by Col. Edwards. Padre 
Guildford dedicated it, and rousing speeches 
were made by Dr. Holdsworth (Chairman 
of the Heckmondwike Council), Canon Wolde 
(Vicar of Dewsbury) and Mr. E. Slinger, of 
Brighouse. Members and guests, after refresh- 
ments, then proceeded to George Street 
chapel for the Thanksgiving Service. Padre 
Guildford took the service and Padre Jackson 
spoke, The rest of the evening was spent in 
singing, dancing and games. Meetings: 
Branch meeting every Thursday, at 7.30 
p.m. ; Business meeting evening, 1st Tuesday ; 
Joint meeting with L.W.H. every quarter. 

SHYLOCK, 

SUTTON-IN-ASHFIELD.—Our members 
are increasing slowly but very surely, and 
since moving into our new home, a little 
while before Christmas, we have been able 
to get some jobs done—colleéting books for 
hospitals and toys for children’s homes, 
hospital visiting and helping children’s teas, 
among other regular jobs. Our February 
programme has included a fine talk by Padre 
Dean on “ The League of Nations,” a visit 
from “Mags,” of Nottingham, and an 
invitation from Mansfield Branch. On 
February 6, Arthur Lodge and “Dusty” 
Miller came over and spoke to a meeting of 
men for us; and on February 3 we had 
a great night of dancing and ‘calamity 
singing.” The March and April programmes 
include talks on “Sanitation,” “‘ Housing 
and Land Survey,” ‘Local History,” a 
Padre’s Night, and an “All Fools’ Night” 
on April 1. We are hopeful of starting 
a gymnasium for boys in the town, and are 
trying to help forward the newly-arrived 
League of Nations Union. Bunny. 


East and North Yorks Area 


GRANGETOWN.—The Group has made 
big strides since the New Year. We have 
not had many big jobs to do, but many small 
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ones—handymen would best describe our 
members—and, as Dusty Miller, our Area 
Secretary, said emphatically to us on his last 


visit, the small jobs nccd doing just as weil. 
Dusty’s visit was a real eye-opener ; he gave 
us a talk on Toc H work, which provoked 
à bombardment of questions. Among jobs we 
have found employment for a man who has 
been four years out of work, and for a boy 
of fourteen—not easy up here since the recent 
Strike, Crosby. 
SCARBOROUGH.—We are not quite a 
year old, but since Tubby came and taught 
us to sing and work, we have not looked 
back. Padre Garaway keeps an cye on us, 
and has been over to initiate members and 
at other times, Dusty Miller, as Area Secre- 


tary, has also encouraged us much. Among 
jobs, we have started and maintained a 
hospital library, have provided some Scout- 
masters and Boys’ Club workers, are sick 
visiting, &c. The faét that we marched in 
the Armistice Day procession to the Parish 
Church, and held the ceremony of Light 
there, has brought us many enquiries and 
quite a number of probationers. Guest- 
Nights have been successful; among guests 
have been the local Medical Officer and a 
speaker on ‘Class Warfare.” Under the 
Padre’s guidance we have been discussing the 
“ Four Points of the Compass.” Dick. 


Northern Area 


Northern Jobmasters’ Week-end—Job- 
masters from Newcastle, Gateshead, South 
Shields, Sunderland, Carlisle, Felling, 
Hebburn, and Morpeth met at Mark XVIII, 
Newcastle, on Saturday, January 22, for 
a Conference. But Conference seems too 
formal a term. It was really an informal 
Family Gathering, with something, too, of 
the devotional atmosphere of a Quiet Day. 
By keeping the Hostellers quiet in the Rover 
Den and other odd places, we were able to 
find beds for the Jobmasters, and by keeping 
the Jobmasters under one roof for at least one 
night, we were able to supplement the 
ordinary sessions by informal talks—and 
even by a snowball fight! Pitman (New- 
castle) introduced a valuable discussion on 
the relation of the Jobmaster to his team. 
Some of his points are well worth quoting : 
“The Jobmagter should combine leadership 
with humility; he is not a superior person. 
His job is, not so much to supply voluntary 
social workers as to train them, and his goal 
should be to provide each member with 
4 permanent job that has a soul in it—that 
is, a job which brings him up against human 
beings. For some this may mean a long 
apprenticeship, beginning with a small part 
in corporate jobs. The new recruit should 
not be rushed, and should have the com- 
panionship of another member for his first 
personal job.” The Jobmaster himself should 
have a job, apart from his service as Job- 


master. He disagreed with the time limit 
of two years for a Jobmaster, reported to 
have been advocated elsewhere. Such a limit 
would cut short his service just when he was 
beginning to understand what was, after all, 
a difficult and important ministry. The 
appointment of an Assistant Jobmaster would 
meet the dangers in the mind of those who 
advocated the time limit. A discussion on 
“ passengers” elicited the opinion that 
slackness was often due to the fact that a 
member found he had undertaken work for 
which he was unsuited. This gave renewed 
emphasis to a point already pressed home 
by Padre Pryor Grant (New York, U.S.A.}— 
the need for the Jobmaster to study his team 
individually, to fit square pegs squarely. 
Kruger (South Shields) opened a discussion 
on “ Work in Towns” by a valuable sum- 
mary of the development of South Shields 
branch, which indicated clearly the value of 
a survey of the particular needs of a particular 
locality. In South Shields the essential 
problem is over-population and the effort of 
the Branch to link boys’ club work in the 
slums with a careful emigration scheme 
shows that Toc H social service may be 
remedial as well as palliative. The problem 
of Toc H in small places, especially mining 
villages, was down on the agenda for dis- 
cussion, but few constru€tive suggestions were 
made. Hard thinking on this matter is 
essential for the welfare of Toc H in the 
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North, and we hope to raise the question 
again at a future Jobmaégters’ conference. 
Enough was said, however, to make the larger 
branches realise the difficulties of some of 


the smaller groups, and the value of inter- 
Group visiting. I, BL Ib, &. 


HARTLEPOOLS.—The Dedication of our 
Lamp by Neville Talbot, Bishop of Pretoria, 
which was held in St. James’s Church on 
January 15, will live in the memory of all our 
members for many years to come, and we 
hope will be remembered too by the large 
crowd of people present. The service was 
similar to the one used at the Birmingham 
Festival, 1926. Toc H outside the Pools was 
well represented by the following Branches 
and Groups with their Lamps, Rushlights and 
banners :—Durham, Newcastle, Gateshead, 
South Shields, Middlesbrough, South Bank, 
Stockton, Cullercoats and Grangetown. The 
Lamps and Rushlights were placed ona table 
in front of the chancel and the banners in 
the sanctuary, after a procession had been 
made from the parish hall to the church. 
Our Lamp, which was held by the donor, Mr. 
M. H. Groves, was dedicated by the Bishop 
to “ The Glory of God and in memory of His 
servant ‘ John Harrison Groves’ and all the 
Elder Brethren,” and was followed by an 
address by the Bishop which was very 
inspiring. The Lighting of the Lamps and 
Rushlights and the Ceremony of “ Light” 
was taken by “Martini” (Lt.-Col. W. de 
Garis Martin, of Gateshead). Tea anda sing- 
song at the Y.M.C.A. followed the service 
and at 7.30 p.m. a Public Meeting was held in 
the Masonic Hall. Here the Bishop, Captain 
Richardson (Sec., Durham County Boy Scouts 
Association), Sir Wilfred Sugden (M.P. for the 
Pools) and Padre Slater spoke on “The 
Problems of Christian Citizenship.” The 


Meeting was opened by the Lighting of all the 
Lamps and Rushlights and the Ceremony of 
“Light,” taken by our President, J. T. 
Brown, and was closed by singing. All our 
work is progressing satisfactorily, and we have 
now Started a weekly Club for the Blind, 
which we hope to run more frequently 
shortly. We are holding a special Gucst-Night 
on February 17, when all the local “ big 
noises ” who were at the Dedication Service 
have been invited. “Windy?” (our Padre) 
will give a paper on Toc H and our Jobmaster 
will make his usual report, We regret we 
have lost a number of our members who have 
left the town on business, but since the 
Dedication Service we have had some definite 
applications for membership, and there are 
rumours (which we are following up with 
great avidity) that Hartlepool East want to 
Start a Group. SCOTTIE. 
SOUTH SHIELDS.—Departures of mem- 
bers have been numerous, one to Rhodesia, 
one to Barrow, and another to Dover, while 
two pilgrims sail to Canada in March. The 
family can ill afford to part with staunch 
workers, and we are experiencing the diffi- 
culty of obtaining willing substitutes. Our 
Annual Meeting was not a great success. We 
realise that our job this year is to climb the 
Steep hill of knowledge in matters of local 
conditions and their causes if we are to 
emerge in unbounded service. The Rev. H. 
Bailey, a returned missionary, provoked a 


varied controversy on “China.” It was a 
delight to see Padre Pryor Grant. 
SCRIBBLER. 


STOCKTON -ON - TEES. — This small 
Group is doing well and recently held a social 
evening, at which the family spirit prevailed 
hugely. We hope to enrol more members 
shortly. 


Lancashire Area 


BLACKBURN.—We increase steadily in 
numbers and jobs, and find ourselves at last 
in sight of a den of our own. Guest-Nights 
have been regular ; recently Councillor Stern- 
worth, the Deputy-Mayor, who received his 
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first insight into Toc H at the Manchester 
Festival, addressed us on “‘ Service,” and pro- 
duced a good discussion. On February 18 
the “Flying Squad” of the Manchester 
Federation are our guests. We are soon to 


hold a whist drive and dance on behalf of the 

memorial wing of the Blackburn Infirmary. 
ScotcH Broru. 

. MANCHESTER : MARK IV.—Recently a 
children’s party was given at the House, the 
L.W.H. assisting with the feed and with 
games. Ted Davidson played “ Uncle ” and 
was happy in having eight affectionate nieces 
clinging to him all the evening. Resulting 
from the two visits to hospitals at Christmas, 
4 concert party has now come into being with 
the main object of hospital visiting. In addi- 
tion, a dramatic party has been actively 
engaged for some time. They have planned 


a social evening with games, followed by a 
short play to raise funds for redecorating 
Hulme House. Cc. T. H. 


NEWTON HEATH —The Flying Squad 
of the Manchester Federation is proving 
extremely valuable in broadening our views 
and stimulating the area—at least that is what 
we think of it. We are giving serious atten- 
tion to the work of the Manchester City 
League of Help as well as After-Care schemes. 
A local committee for the latter is shortly 
to be formed, which we shall support with 
voluntary workers. SHEP O’NEwTON. 


Mersey-Side Area 


LIVERPOOL. — Towards the end of 
November a number of us paid a flying visit 
to St. Helens to help Pat Leonard in the 
formation of a Group; on January 28 we 
went over again to its initiation as a Group. 
On December 18 Pryor Grant spoke to us, 
and many felt that it is up to us to get 
something started in Liverpool on the lines 
of the Toc H hostels for sea-going boys 
which are working so excellently in South- 
ampton and New York. On Christmas 
morning we provided breakfast at our H.Q. 
for over 200 of the poorest children in the 
neighbourhood; several members billeted 
themselves overnight on the premises to get 
it ready. A party for old folks, given by the 
L.W.H., and a special party for our Cripples’ 
Parlour, were among Christmastide events. 
Dean Crotty (Newcastle, N.S.W.) and Don 
Cleland (Perth, W.A.) were our guests in 
January, and the Dean preached a very 
impressive sermon in the Cathedral on 
Sunday morning. On January 16 we joined 
with a large number of members from Man- 
chester and elsewhere in bidding God-speed 
to Pat Leonard on his sailing for Australia. 


SOUTHPORT.—A party of members 
visited the Ormskirk Workhouse on New 
Year’s Day and entertained the old folks 
in the institution, January 11 was a special 
Guest-Night for 20 boys from the King 
George V School, who came along with 
Millward (Headmaster), We have great 
hopes of forming a Group of Toc H in the 
school. On January 15 the Branch gave the 
blind of Southport and Distri& an enjoyable 
tea andconcert. The guests, who numbered 
over 50, were conveyed to the party in cars 
driven by Toc H members. Work for the 
blind is one of our permanent jobs. We 
had a crowded gathering on January 25, when 
Dean Crotty and Don Cleland paid us a visit. 
Dean Crotty dedicated the “ Harold Brook ” 
Lamp, and made a deep impression on the 
meeting. On February 8 two ofour members, 
Greenhalgh (Probation Officer) and Holmes 
(Inspector N.S.P.C.C.), found 12 “ down and 
outs” for a Guest-Night. Members and 
guests had a jolly Toc H evening. We took 
a raiding party to Ashton-in-Makerfield on 
February 10, where there seems to be a real 
need for a Group of Toc H. Bert. 


South Coast Area 


WORTHING.—As a venture of faith we 
have taken the tenancy of a large un- 
furnished room at 52, Chapel Road as a 
long-needed headquarters, Our annual 
dinner was a feast for the mind as well as the 


body. The Headmaster of Lancing College 
told us about the beginning of the Cavendish 
Association; Shiner (Petworth) followed, and 
urged us to be a “ faith-and-works ” Branch, 
and the Mayor of Worthing, ex-President of 
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eee rounded off the matter. Some 

ist members have decided to carry out 
a systematic raid on the hotels and boarding- 
houses this summer with the objet of 


raising funds for the National Institution for 
the Blind; our periodical concerts at the 
tecreation room for the blind are much 
appreciated. THE ScRIBE. 


West Country Area. 


; DON E We have just prepared our- 
elves for the New Year, and are determined 
to have the most successful Toc H year since 
the commencement in Swindon. Our Mark 
is full up, and on Thursday, February 10, we 
had a splendid Musical Evening, following a 


Branch Meeting. We also had the pleasure 
of the company of Padre Hubbard, of 
Cheltenham College, for a night. In addition 
to regular jobs of work we have created a 
further liaisonwith the Y.M.C.A. Club, which 
we hope will be productive of good fruit. Mac. 


Wales. 


CARDIFF.—No new work has been done 
of late by the Branch, but members can still 
be found faithfully “carrying on” at the 
Central Boys’ Club, running Scouts and doing 
the other odd jobs the Jobmaster finds. We 
helped, for instance, the Lord Mayor with his 
annual Supper to the Boys’ Club and went 
down to Barry to assist the Group there with 
a Bazaar in aid of the local Seamen’s Institute. 
There seems great opportunities for a leader 
of the Cardiff Branch, for the enthusiasm is 
still high here. At the Annual General Meet- 
ing a Strong Executive was eleéted to work 
out the programme accordingly. It was 
good to see so many at the Branch Anniver- 
sary Social the other Saturday; better still 
to meet an increased number at the 9 a.m. 
Toc H celebration at St. Dyfrig’s on the 
Sunday. A T M. 

MAESTEG.—On Armistice Day the 
Branch were given a distinftive position at 
the unveiling of the Maesteg War Memorial 


by Major-General Sir T. O. Marden, and» 
following the ceremony, Idris Williams, M.C. 
laid the Toc H and L.W.H. wreath on the 
Memorial. Our meeting night has been 
changed from Monday to Thursday and the 
Boys’ Club opens from 6-8. Unfortunately 
we have not a room of our own as yet where 
we can have the youngsters more often. The 
Boys’ Club New Year party was held on 
January 15. The club room is fitted with 
gymnastic equipment, and two members give 
the ingtruétion, whilst the rest of the bunch 
make themselves generally useful. Our Toc 
H Dance Band is in great demand for 
charitable fun&tions. On March 17 we hold 
our Birthday Party and Padre Jim Hawkins 
(Bristol) is coming over for the occasion. We 
hope Cardiff, Newport, and Barry will visit 
us on that date. At our Gucst-Night on 
February 17, Mr. C. B. Thomas, a well-known 
boxing referee, is giving us a le€ture, “‘ The 
Religion of the Body.” J. W. C. 


Ireland, Northern Section 


BELFAST.—Ten represented the Branch 
at the initiation of Carrickfergus Group on 
February 7, Padre Paton being shepherd. 
On the 18th we had a paper on “ Citizenship ” 
(Dr. Renshaw) and a visit from Padre Pryor 
Grant, who spoke chiefly of Southampton. 
“ Everyman’s Story II: Echoes from the 
Police Court ” (Mr. McAdam); and “III: 
The Reformatory Boy” (Mr. Watson); and 
«Is the Toc H Basis Praéticable ?”—(a) Love 
Widely” (McVicker), were the other three 
subjeéts of the month. Nine Toc I Rovers 
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meet on Fridays; a Scout Troop will prob- 
ably be formed at the Reformatory. Books 
for hospitals and a sewing club for women 
are schemes which promise well, and at the 
Prison a debating society and a drawing class 
with 22 pupils (taught by the Principal of the 
Art School) are new features, both very 
successful. Facilities for baths for newsboys 
is one of our needs, and the problems of 
employment for newsboys, of sceing that 
some are fed, without encouraging depend- 
ence, are very difficult. Pat. 


News from Overseas Branches and Groups 
AFRICA, EAST AND SOUTH 


BEIRA (Portuguese East Africa).—We have 
been meeting regularly once a week for some 
six months now, but we are still small in num- 
bers and, on Padre Ellison’s advice, are going 
steady. We believe we can do quite a good 
thing by getting into touch with newcomers 
and also with men travelling to and from 
Rhodesia and Nyasaland, and with the 
personnel of ships. The junior officers par- 
ticularly are the men we want to meet; they 
seem to regard Beira as something unspeakable 
and never come ashore, though they may be 
a month or more in port. We might be able 
to help these fellows a bit, and it will certainly 
be interesting for us to meet them. As 
regards the town itself, we are going to raise 
an amateur dramatic party, which will put on 
a show next month. The plan is to start a fund 
tor distressed British subje€ts, and it is being 
undertaken on the recommendation of the 
Vice-Consul, who, with one or two others, 
would accept the duty of handling the fund. 
Shows ought to go well here, and we hope 
the outcome will be an active interest in Toc H 
among Beira people. The need of the moment 
is a Toc H Room; but premises are very 
scarce and we shall have to keep a lively look- 
out for something suitable. 

H. R. BENNETT. 


_ DURBAN (NATAL).—Extract from a letter 
to Harry Ellison from ** Schneider,” dated 
8.1.1927: “I shall begin by giving you a 
slight idea of our celebrations of the Birth- 
day on Saturday, December 11, as they proved 
a really fine success . . . We commenced with 
a service in St. Paul’s Church, which, with 
the exception of a small wing chapel, was full 
to the doors. The Group did me the great 
honour to propose me for Lighting the Lamp 
of Toc H at this public service. The service 
began at 6.30 p.m., and when it was over we 
lined up outside in twos to march to the Ceno- 
taph in Town Gardens, led by two members 
of suburban Groups carrying the wreath 


(in the form of the Cross of Ypres in white 
flowers), followed by our ‘ Jobs’ (‘ Clinker ’) 
who spoke the words of Remembrance at 
the foot of the Cenotaph. After that we filed 
past in twos, pausing at the wreath for a 
moment in reverence. What Struck me so 
very strongly about the celebrations was the 
very keen, insistent, entirely unsolicited par- 
ticipation in the whole of these ceremonies 
by the ‘ outside’ general public. They insisted 
on lining up behind us in the procession 
from the church, and every man, woman and 
child filed past the Cenotaph and paid their 
homage as we had done. Spontaneously 
done and palpably right from their hearts, 
their a€tion impressed us very deeply. This 
part of the celebrations being ended, we went 
to the Model Dairy Balcony Restaurant, 
where 168 people (members of Durban and 
the four suburban Groups of Pinetown, 
Isipingo, Hillary and Verulam, with Toc 
Emmas and friends) sat down to dinner, 
followed by a concert to which members of 
every Group, the Toc Emmas and visitors 
contributed items. .. . A really true family 
spirit seemed to permeate the whole proceed- 
ings. . . . Naturally the birthday celebration 
has not been the only thing we have busied 
ourselves with, and I think you would be 
proud to see the keen and job-greedy lot of 
fellows we have been lucky enough to get in 
our Group. We had a great many jobs on hand 
when we started, but we worked them off.... 
At present we are chiefly concentrating our 
attention on founding a Natal Hostel for boys 
and young men; in this we are working in 
conjunétion with Maritzburg, Ladysmith and 
all other Natal Groups. The idea came to us 
through noticing in the papers the remarks 
of various magistrates that they were reluctantly 
compelled to send to prison youths whom 
they would have sent to a hostel if the Pro- 
vince had one. The scheme is taking a little 
longer to complete than if it had been the 
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o Serb. 2, -- A 


job of one Group owing to the necessary 
correspondence, consultation and meetings 
of delegates between Groups; but we hope 
soon to have this much - needed institution 
runing. . . . We are all terribly grieved to 
find We are losing both Padre Maddock 
(now in England) and Padre Gilbert Williams ” 
(for whose movements see p- 104). 


JOHANNESBURG (TRANSVAAL).— 
The Registrar of the Transvaal notifies the Registrar 
at British H.Q. in London: “At a recent 
meeting of the Transvaal Executive the 
following resolution was passed: This 
Executive wishes to associate itself with the 
thankful remembrance of the life and work 
of Herbert Fleming, and appreciates the loss 
to the Toc H movement caused by his 
death.” 


PIETERMARITZBURG (NATAL).— 
Extracts from a letter to H. Ellison from Capt. 
Courtier, dated 19.1.27: “ This Group is going 
great guns. Last night we had 51 members 


at the ordinary Group mecting, and are 
getting new fellows every week. In fact we 
have a definite proposition on hand of forming 
a second Group; it is being finally thrashed 
out next Tuesday, when Gilbert Williams will 
be present. ... On Tuesday, January 11, we 
paid Durban Group a visit and had a really 
great show. Five cars of Maritzburg blokes 
left here between 5 and 5.30 p.m., stopped for 
a sandwich and beer at Drummond and strolled 
into the Durban mecting just before 8 o’clock. 
We spent the first part of the evening dis- 
cussing a conference of Natal Groups, which 
is due to be held at Maritzburg on Sunday, 
February zo—of that, however, more anon. 
Durban produced some good artists and our 
jobmaster . . . did his bit towards making 
it a success—and a success it was. Mengie 
applied the closure about 10 p.m., which in 
everybody’s opinion was much too carly ; 
but, as we were due back in Maritzburg that 
night, was really justified. We eventaully 
arrived back about 1a.m... .” 


AUSTRALIA 


GUILDFORD (W.A.).—Extract from a 
letter to Tubby from C. M. Harris (now in 
F. M. S.for three months), written on the Sunday 
of the Birthday Festival, 12.12.26: “ To syn- 
chronise with your meeting (at Manchester) 
Guildford Group handed over to the Boys’ 
Orphanage a Scout Hall, reconstructed from 
a derelict shed. The Orphanage boys, from 
their own savings of pennies and halfpennies, 
presented the Group with a piture (with a 
verse entitled ‘ Welcome’) as a token of 
appreciation of what the Group had done 
for them during the past year. A little lad of 
about ten made a capital speech ; and ina few 
words I told them of a personal friend of 
mine who holds a high reputation in the 
mining world—and, more than that, his name 
is loved everywhere in this State—who lost 
his father and had to go to work in a mine 
as a tiny boy in order to help his mother, to 
show that they could all look forward to 
success in this great country of opportunities, 
if they carried out the great law of service 
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and self-sacrifice which are the basic points 
of Toc H and Scouting. One touching little 
incident was used to illustrate friendliness ; 
a little Cingalee boy (about 12) had gone to 
sleep on the mail boat at Colombo and was 
carried on to Fremantle, where on arrival he 
was sent to the Orphanage until the next 
P. and O. boat returns to take him back, and 
he is as happy as a sand-boy—for the other 
boys do not take any notice of his colour 
but fraternise with him and are busy teaching 
him English. He can sing ‘ Bravo, bravissimo’ 
with the rest now, and at the camp-fire concert 
gave a song in his own tongue. We felt that— 
while you had been having your big meeting 
in Manchester—we were filling up these poor 
little chaps (who look upon Guildford Group 
as other boys do a good father) with love 
and affection. The Archbishop, in his charge 
to the Synod, said what excellent work Toc H 
had donc in this diocese, and especially at 
the Givan Boys’ Orphanage. When you con- 
sider that, cvery Monday night at least, 


crops of happiness are being garnered from 
your sowing in that Home alone, your visit 
to us has been worth while. It was indeed a 
glorious night. Three of Guildford Group 
ste being trained as Scoutmasters, and with 
another member who is a S.M. are building 
up the various Orphanage patrols into fine 
bodies. Man, you have sown well! ... We 
are leaving for Singapore on January 14, 
and I look forward to sccing some of the 
Groups in my travels.” 


SYDNEY (N.S.W.).—Branches and Groups 
sp and down England who welcomed Albert White, 
tebmaster of Sydney, in 1926, will be glad to hear 
a Jittle about his voyage home with a party of boy 
treigrants under his wing. He writes to Tubby 
from Sydney on 29.12.1926: “ We took over 
nine weeks to get here owing to bad coal, 
but I enjoyed it very much as it gave me more 
time among my large family. I had a fine lot 
of Dreadnought boys, good as gold on the 
Voyage. There were four of us Toc H’ers, 


and Jock G——,, the boy from South Shields 
who supped with you on the Sunday before we 
left, and who proved himself a Toc H mission- 
ary on board. He had to return overland from 
Melbourne to his boss, otherwise he would 
have been into No. 5 (Hamilton Street, Sydney— 
Toc H H.Q). Another, Rogers (ex-Mark 1.), 
was a wonderful help to me on board, putting 
the ‘ white outs’ of Toc H among the crew 
with whom he worked and the passengers. 
I had numerous enquiries for Toc H,and de- 
livered a hefty sermon about it one Sunday 
morning. . . . Two of the boys were baptised 
at a wonderful early Celebration, at which 
nearly all the Anglican Dreadnought boys 
were present. The fourth engineer besieged 
me for more information about Toc H after 
reading my Tales and Half the Battle, and 
promised to come to No. 5 on Tuesday week 
last. His lady friend on board I sent along to 
the L.W.H. in Melbourne. . . . There are a 
large number of new faces in the Sydney 
Group, which now numbers 80....” 


CANADA 


WINNIPEG, MARK J.—The Birthday 
Festival was held in December, with services 
in All Saints’ Church, as well as a party in the 
House. The executive cleéted in January 
is renewed in spirit rather than in personnel, 
for the Branch, while adding some new blood, 
has expressed its confidence in those who have 
served it well in the past. The House has had 
some most interesting guest nights, at which 
men well known in the city have spoken. 
Special mention is due to Judge Hamilton’s 
address on “ The Juvenile Court in Winni- 
peg,” and to Mr. E. H. Gamble’s talk on 
“The Hudson’s Bay Immigration Depart- 


ment.” Mr. Gamble outlined the colonisation 
scheme of the Hudson’s Bay Company, and 
appealed to Toc H in England and in Canada 
to co-operate with the Company. He em- 
phasised the need for a connecting link, such 
as Toc H, so as to avoid the dumping of young 
settlers in this country without friends. 
The jobmaster and his assistants are very 
active, and, besides regular routine jobs, 
mention may be made of the work being done 
by the Pinawa section of this Branch in the 
constru@tion of radio sets for invalids and 
shut-ins ; during the last year they have built 
a very great number. 


CEYLON 


KANDY.—Extracts from the Group’s printed 
report for January: The 19th meeting was 
held on January 13; nine members, three 
probationers and one visitor were present. 
mifter supper, the meeting was opened with 
he customary Rushlight ceremony. The 
hief business of the evening was the eleétion 


of officers for 1927 and a discussion on the 
Annual Report. . . . The Annual Report was 
a critical survey of the first year of Toc H in 
Kandy in the light of the ‘‘ Four Points of the 
Compass”? . . . The discussion at first centred 
chiefly round the question of present member- 
ship and the reasons which have kept many 
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well-wishers from joining the Group. The 
fact that the Group is not yet exhibiting to any 
great extent ‘‘ by the diversity of their origin, 
occupation and outlook, a spirit of recon- 
ciliation” led us to diagnose the reasons why, 
for instance, the shop-folk of Kandy have held 
aloof from the movement, and why the 
Ceylonese do not join the Group in greater 
numbers. ... There was a general fecling 


PALESTINE 


JERUSALEM.—There is little to report 
for the past month. Mcetings have been 
dificult to arrange, and apparently more 
difficult to attend, owing to the holiday season 
and the winter weather. . . . One point of 
interest and encouragement has been the 
enrolment of the first open Troop of Boy 
Scouts in Jerusalem by the Commissioner, 
Mr. Bowman, on Sunday morning, December 
19. This Troop is the dire& godchild of Toc H, 
and we are in hopes that it will grow to be a 
useful member of the great Scout brotherhood. 

(“ Lines of Communication,” February, 1927.) 


SUEZ: Padre Wilde of Suex, who had a 
breakdoun in health some wonths ago and had to 


in the meeting that members must make 4 
great effort to bring along many new visitors, 
English and Ceylonese, to our mectings. . « - 
Even if in our first year the Boys’ Club at 
Bogambara is our only important achieve- 
ment (but we trust a valuable and lasting 
achievement) we can go forth with renewed 
faith in the possibilities of Toc H, not only as 
a social service agency but as a happy family. 


AND SUEZ 


leave for England at very short notice, reported 
to H.Q. on arrival that the littl Group had done 
everything possible to carry on bis work in Suez. 
Corroboration of this reaches us in a cutting 
from the “ Egypt and Suez Diocesan Review ” 
for November, which a member at home sends us : 
“Toc H, among many other aétivitics, has 
kept the Chaplain’s school going splendidly 
during the interregnum. It was only to be 
expected that numbers should fall off while 
parents were uncertain as to the future of the 
school; but it is entirely due to Toc H that 
there remained a school at all to hand over to 
the new Chaplain when he came, and I can 
never be too grateful to them for this valuable 
and unselfish piece of service.” 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 


NEW YORK, MARK II. — A letter to 
the Editor from Hugh Ketchum, dated 4.2.1927 : 
“We are mighty glad to report that our Padre 
(Pryor Grant) has arrived back safe and sound 
from his peregrinations on your side of 
the Pond. He gave us a most interesting 
account of his trip at our guest night last night. 
A week ago we were delighted to have 
Mrs. Wylie from Washington, Craig Wylie 
from Harvard, and Coleman Jennings with us 
for the evening, and the latter gave us all the 
latest news of the Washington Branch as well 
as an inspiring glimpse of his faith in Toc H. 
Craig ably seconded him. ‘ Ruddy’ Ruther- 
ford, a Social Service student recently 
initiated, was called upon to make his maiden 
speech, and did so in great fashion. He gave 
a sketch of the Y.M.C.A. development in this 

country, and showed us what a tremendous 
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need there is for a Society like Toc H, if only 
to help supply the volunteer workers so badly 
wanted in many fields. Gcorge Ryan was 
initiated into the Family, and we commend 


“him to the sea-port branches he will be visiting 


in a month or so. Ships’ boys’ visits average 
125 a month—37; in the past three months. 
Seth Pierrepont is off ona trip to the West 
and South. He is going to look up “ King” 
Hindley and his Lake Forest (Illinois) Group 
en route. 1 had a delightful two days in 
Princeton this week, Staying with four 
undergrads whose Mid-Year exams. can’t 
smother their keenness for Toc H. Two of 
them have taken over a Scout Troop as their 
job. The January Journau is wonderful. 
The Edinburgh news is worth the year’s 
sub. alone, to my mind. Are there still any 
Toc H members who don’t get it regularly?” 


